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Dear Friends

Continual grey skies can get you down after a while: and it seems as
if, for the entire month of February, Purley has been shrouded in
grey, not to mention receiving more than its fair share of rain. But
perhaps more importantly | have sensed the greyness working its
way inside the church, where we as a community have said goodbye
to some dear friends. After many years of planning, Eve Lister finally
moved up to Lincolnshire, Paul Richards and his family announced
that they will be moving to Wells in March, and Sue and Kevin Eagles
hope this year to move out towards Oxted. There are others too, who
we will miss: Ted Roberts, an active and committed member of the
church for many years, passed away peacefully; and the Elsdon
family have decided to look for a church with a more active youth
ministry.

So it's easy to feel down-hearted, especially as each of these people
was very committed to the everyday running of the church in some
way. But scattered in amongst the grey clouds we have had a few
sunny days, clear blue skies, and a chance even to sit out in the
garden listening to the birds: and the same goes for inside the
church. Only the other day one of the congregation contacted me to
ask me what they could best do to serve St. Swithun’s: people are
coming forward to take on some of the responsibilities vacated by
others: Chris Harris has agreed to be a sidesperson at the 8 a.m.
service; Charles and Jenny Blair-Ford have offered to be
Safeguarding Officers; Charles now sits on the Stewardship &
Finance Committee; and someone else is thinking about taking on
the role of Churchwarden. We should all be very grateful for those
who have responsibilities within the church, many unseen and
unnoticed, but all equally valuable.

But church is not all about doing: it's also about being, and that is the
reason for extending the prayer time on Wednesday evenings in
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Lent. The Lady Chapel will be open for silent prayer every
Wednesday evening from 7 p.m. concluding with a service of
Compline at 7.30 p.m. If you want to come for one or the other that’s
fine, but | do hope that you will find time in Lent to come to both: to
give over one hour a week to ‘being’ with God in the stillness and the
silence. If the response is good | will be looking to continue the
pattern after Easter, perhaps in another format, but still giving over
time for prayer during the week.

Another ray of sunshine was the announcement that in July we will
be joined by Rev'd Kathryn Percival, who will serve as a full-time
curate across both parishes. Kathryn is married to James, the vicar
of St. Mary’s Sanderstead, and will commute from the vicarage there.
She has many gifts to offer, and | look forward to welcoming her to
the ministry team.

And finally, St. Mark’s and St. Swithun’s have been chosen to be
beneficiaries of the ‘Companions in Mission’ initiative. Funded by the
diocese, four CIM’s [Companions in Mission] have been allocated to
work with us, in our parishes, over a nine-month period. Our team
will consist of one ordained person and three lay people, and | hope
to welcome them to a morning service sometime in March. They will
work in conjunction with me and chosen members of the
congregations on particular areas of the churches’ mission. For
example one might work with an adult and a young person on setting
up a new youth service through a one-off event whilst another might
concentrate on working with members to set up a scheme for
pastoral follow-up after weddings and baptisms. These are just two
ideas that have come out of preliminary discussions with the
diocesan missioner, and there will be time for further discussion at
the PCC.

So the skies may have been grey much of the time but, as the saying
goes, ‘every cloud has a silver lining’, and there is much to be joyful
about. As we look forward to the sunshine, the warmer weather and
the signs of new growth appearing, let us pray for new growth and
new enthusiasm in our church and a willingness to have the courage
to step forward in witness in the way God calls us.

Rev'd Frany



The Entry into Jerusalem, 1308-11; Siena Cathedral

by Duccio di Buoninsegna (ca. 1255-1318)
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They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his
disciples, ‘Sit here while | pray’. And going a little farther, he threw
himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour
might pass from him. (Mark 14; vww32 & 35)

Relief of Jesus praying, found in the wall of the Garden of Gethsemane.

After the Maundy Thursday Service when the altars are stripped
 bare, the Holy Sacrament, representing Christ’'s body, will be taken
into the Lady Chapel where it will remain until the afternoon of Good
Friday. A prayer watch is kept to remind us of Jesus’ words to his
disciples: “Could you not watch with me one hour?” and symbolizes
Christ's agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, his arrest and trial
before both the Roman and Jewish authorities.

During the Friday afternoon service the reserved sacrament will be
consumed, echoed by Christ’s words, ‘It is finished.’

This is a time of silent prayer and reflection on the words and images
of Holy Week, perhaps a time to read through the Passion narratives
as we keep watch. | will remain in the chapel until saying Night
- Prayers at 10.30 p.m. and ask only that silence be kept. | do hope
that some will want to accompany me in the silence.

Rev'd Frany



January 2010
LENT CALL 2010

Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,
| am very pleased to be able to write to you orga@raabout the Lent Call.

In Lent we are given an opportunity to reflect amr @all to discipleship both as
individuals and through our membership of the wavide Church. It is also a time
when we might give some thought to personal saeriind how we might help
those who are less well off than ourselves. ThatL&ppeal offers us an
opportunity to share in giving to others in diffet@arts of the world.

The projects from around the world that have bedacted to benefit from money
raised are:

Food for Burkina Faso — Tearfund

Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service — India

NDF Buganda School for deprived girls

Dabane Water Trust Project Trust Zimbabwe — ClamsAid
Southwark Churches care in partnership with Dulwigtpline

May | commend these projects to you and assureof/awy prayers for a holy Lent.
With best wishes

Grace and peace

Full details of all the projects listed above will be found on the Notice Board
at the back of the church. - Ed.
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The Bishop of Woolwich writes...

The Rt Rev'd Christopher Chessun, Bishop of Woolwich

A few months ago nearly 8,000 people attending acts of worship
throughout the Woolwich Episcopal Area took part in a survey
designed to test the evidence for ‘signs of growth’ among our
churches. There was participation across all age groups, including
over 1200 young people between 5 & 16 years old. It was a
tremendous response, and work continues on the wealth of
information as it is processed and considered with the help of a
dedicated research team from Warwick University. What is clear
from initial findings is that parish is alive and well as the local unit of
Anglican believing and belonging in South East London. Over half of
adult worshippers (57%) had taken less than 10 minutes to travel to
church; nearly a third 10-20 minutes; with 47% having walked there.

In terms of belonging, a solid core emerged of nearly three-fifths of
adult worshippers attending their church for more than five years.
There has also been a steady pattern of recruitment during the past
five years accounting for over a third of adults and nearly half of
those aged 5-16. A small number of visitors (6%), when put together
with those attending for under a year, adds up to nearly a fifth of
those attending who are likely to be highly impressionable and
attentive to the quality of welcome and ease of participation in
worship and fellowship. A challenge indeed to us all, as well as
providing hard empirical evidence for signs of growth.
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Strong black-minority presence in churches across the Episcopal
Area accounts for 35% of our congregations: considerably higher
than the 21% figure among the local population in the 2001 Census.
This includes a significant number of black-majority congregations.
We need to be bold and confident in celebrating our diversity as the
politics of racial hatred raises its ugly head in the run up to the
General Election.

It came as a surprise to discover that 35% of adults have journeyed
into the Church of England from other denominations. Together with
5% coming from a different faith background, this is very telling as we
reflect on our Anglican identity in the context of being a pilgrim
people. Large numbers in each of our churches have entered as
visitors and found, in the course of time, a spiritual home where
nearly 90% of worshippers admit to a ‘strong sense of belonging'.
Further encouragement is to be found in the large numbers of
communicants, with 80% of adults confirmed and a further 8%
admitted to communion.

What are we to read into the fact that only 5% of adult participants
agreed that ‘my church makes too many demands on my time’; while
a staggeringly low 4% agreed that ‘my church makes too many
demands on my money’'? There may well be fertile ground for
renewed stewardship teaching about discipleship and commitment to
generous, sacrificial giving of both time and talents. Certainly this is
an incentive to use resources such as the recently produced ‘Giving
for Life’ as creatively as possible.

The great variety of parishes is something intrinsic to the nature of
local church life across the diocese and throughout the Church of
England. In this we can rejoice. With larger churches where there
are encouraging signs of growth as well as a number of churches
with smaller congregations which also appear to be healthy,
particularly in inner urban parts of the diocese, there is much on
which to reflect prayerfully and purposefully as we learn more about
being church and proclaiming the love of Christ with confidence,
gladness and joy

+ Christopher Woolwich



History Notes - Pueblo Indians

Modern Pueblo Indian history dates from the time of the arrival of
peoples from other continents - initially the Spanish, already
colonising South America, and then the North-American colonists
including the French and British. The development of these Pueblo
peoples had been isolated from the rest of the world. They are
descended from the Anasazi (see last month) and have close cultural
links with Aztecs from Mexico.

The peoples from Europe, or more specifically Spain, were the first to
arrive. They brought with them many things we take for granted,
sheep, goats, chickens and wheat.

By now the Indians were living in pueblos around the Four Corners
area of what is now south-western USA. There are many of them,
and the sites, including ruined buildings, are still to be found. They
still live in some of the Pueblos, rarely invite visitors, and protect their
privacy.

Mishongnovi Pueblo, one of seven principal Hopi pueblos, photographed
around 1900



A modern Hopi village, near Four Corners. Signs along the access road from
the main highway make it very clear that tourist visitors are not welcome.

As there are a great number of groups | will take one, the Hopi, as an
example of the history and lifestyle.

Hopi Art and Religion

These two topics are very frequently entwined and although many of
the Hopi artefacts are related to the events of everyday life the
Kachina Dolls are important in their religious observances.

The Hopi are polytheists, and their various gods are responsible for
the rain, the harvest and all the activities of life. The most important
god is Maasaw the creator and caretaker of the world. The ethical
system of the Hopi is based on peace and respect for all things,
including most particularly the Earth. They have numerous religious
ceremonies related to the lunar calendar. These are still performed
and believed, but the Hopi are very private about these events and
they are rarely witnessed. The Hopi make dolls which are images of
the Kachina or gods. These are a large pantheon who are believed
to live in the mountains south of the Grand Canyon. Once a year the
Hopi revisit this area. They believe this is where the hole in the earth,
from which they and the gods came, is situated. There are many
annual ceremonies during the year and the people dress up as the
god being celebrated. We call them Kachina dancers.
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Typical Kachina Dolls, representing Kwa (the Eagle) and Kweo (the Wolf).

The Kachina dolls are nowadays used as teaching aids for the
children and represent the various deities whom the dancers also
impersonate. The dolls are made by the men out of wood and
covered with lime, painted with earth colours and decorated

Stages in the making of a Kachina Doll

The Kachinas come down at the time of the winter solstice. There
follows the dancing season to benefit the whole country, not just the
Hopi people. These people believe they (the people that is) have
emerged from the depths of the Grand Canyon adjacent to the San
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Francisco mountains. There are about 250 types of Kachina dolls
and the Kachina can to some extent be compared to our calendar of
saints.

Modern Hopi pottery

Other art forms are basket weaving and pottery. Both these have a
functional as well as a creative use More latterly they have become
adept jewellery makers, using silver and locally sourced turquoise.

Next month | will describe the Athabascan Indians namely the

Navaho.
Jenny Page

Cradle Roll

We remember especially in our prayers the following children, on the
anniversaries of their baptisms this month:

Alastair Charles Douglas Pritchard  2nd March (2003)
Jessica Louise Fleming 4th March (2007)
Joseph Gleeson 31st March (2001)
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HELP! Please?
Christian Aid Week - 9th - 15th May, 2010

Could you bear to leave a child living in a slum where the roof let in
the rain; drinking water was so contaminated that it would cause
cholera; going to bed hungry each night?

Would you not do all you could to help an aged grandmother
struggling to bring up her orphaned grandchildren?

Would you not wish to help a farmer or herder who had lost
everything in an unprecedented drought?

That all this is happening many times over is the bad news. The
good news is yes, you can help.

Not only can you contribute to Christian Aid, you can have the
privilege of becoming a collector; helping to raise enough money to
really change lives.

Patrick Ochieng, a community worker says: “For the people who
collect during Christian Aid Week, | really want to say thank you so
much. There’s no way you can go door-to-door for people you don’t
know, in a corner of Africa. Despite that, you do it.”

So how about doing something amazing? On the table at the back of
St Swithun’s is a piece of paper marked “Christian Aid”. If you were
one of our wonderful collectors last year, please mark with a tick or
cross whether you will be able to do so once again during Christian
Aid Week (9th - 15th May) this year. If you can help, but are not on
that list, please add your name and phone number at the bottom of
the page (or on the back if we run out of space!)

Or if it is more convenient, volunteer by phoning me on 01737
553446

Please all rush!!!
Hazel Collis
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A Maltese Pilgrimage

Our week in Malta at the beginning of February not only brought back
memories of our first holiday together in 1971, but also introduced us
to new aspects of this fascinating island. We enjoy visiting the local
Anglican Church wherever we go and our visit to Holy Trinity in
Sliema and to St Paul’s Pro-Cathedral in Valetta was no exception.

It so happened that our visit to Holy Trinity for the Sunday service on
7th February coincided with the festival of the 1,950th anniversary of
St Paul’'s shipwreck, on what was then considered pagan Malta. The
ship taking Paul to his trial in Rome foundered in a storm on an island
just off the place now called St Paul’s Bay, in NE Malta. The event,
and the kindness of the local people to the survivors of the shipwreck,
is recorded in Acts 27-28. In the Maltese Catholic Church of St
Paul's Shipwreck in Valetta there are fine paintings of this
momentous event by the fresco artist Palombi. During the festival a
wooden statue of St Paul by Melchiorre Gaffa, made in 1659, is
carried through the streets of Valetta from this church.

St Paul’s shipwreck, by Palombi
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Amazingly, Paul, the prisoner of the Romans, was allowed to preach
and carry out healing while on Malta. He is said to have cured the
ailing father of the Governor. Consequently, Malta became one of
the first countries to be converted to Christianity and St Paul came to
be dubbed ‘Apostle to the Gentile Peoples’.

Holy Trinity, Sliema, interior

Holy Trinity Church in Sliema is a delightful and welcoming place high
on the hill in the centre of this bustling resort town. The simplicity and
lightness of the interior reminded us of St Swithun’'s. We were
greeted by Fr Jeff Williams, the chaplain. The preacher at this
festival service was Rev’d Canon Simon Godfrey, Chancellor of St
Paul's Pro-Cathedral in Valletta. (The Anglican Diocese in Europe,
based at Gibraltar, has several regional pro-cathedrals. St Paul's
serves the Archdeaconry of Italy and Malta.) Canon Godfrey
reminded us of the unique contribution of Paul to the spiritual life of
Malta, and left us in no doubt that Paul had been an effective and
charismatic messenger of Christ's teaching. As Canon Simon
records in the February 2010 edition of the Magazine of the Anglican
Church in Malta and Gozo: We are truly blessed in this place with a
fine Christian Heritage. A true spirit of Christian discipleship makes
these islands very special indeed. They have resounded with the
14



praises of God for nearly 2000 years and it is our responsibility to
continue that praise and to ‘witness to those things’.

Standard in the chancel of St Paul’s, Valetta

If you ever visit Malta, do drop in to Holy Trinity, and to the Pro-
Cathedral in Valetta. The latter has fine memorabilia of Britain’s
military presence in Malta from 1814 until 1976, when our last
servicemen left the Pembroke barracks near St George’s Bay, the
airfield at Luga and the dockyards off the Grand Harbour. For further
details see the website: www.anglicanmalta.org

Paul & Lis Sandford
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For Our Younger Readers
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Diary Dates for
March and April

20th March ‘Love Purley Day’ organised by Christ Church.
Details will be displayed at the back of church.

20th March Prayer event ‘Praying with Stuff at Purley
URC. Details will be displayed at the back of
church.

24th March P C C Meeting at 8.00 p.m. in the Carter Room

(following Compline in the Lady Chapel). An
important meeting, when the Accounts for 2009
and the Budgets for 2010 will be considered for
formal approval.

27th March A performance of Bach’'s St Matthew Passion
7 p.m. at St Mark’s Church, Woodcote. A very
special and moving performance on the
Saturday before Holy Week. See the
advertisement opposite for full details. Tickets
may also be obtained from Rev'd Frany Long.

18th April Evensong in the Church at 6 p.m., followed by

St Swithun’s Annual Parochial Church
Meeting , at 7 p.m. in the Carter Room.
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Edward David Roberts 1925 — 2010

Ted Roberts, our dear friend and brother in Christ, died on 31st
January 2010. At his funeral service, at Croydon Crematorium on
12th February, Rev’d Frany Long gave the following address:

| want to begin by reading through one of the verses of the hymn that
we sang earlier, a hymn that Ted particularly loved:

‘We love the house of prayer,
wherein thy servants meet:
And thou, O Lord, art there
thy chosen flock to greet.

Such words reassure us that here in the quietness of this chapel, this
house of prayer, God greets and welcomes us, upholding us in the
sadness of this day. As we gather this morning to celebrate and give
thanks for Ted - a dear brother, husband and friend - we also
remember a man who found real consolation and peace in God’s
house of prayer, worshipping with friends week by week: a man who
was quietly committed to serving others, often unseen and yet never
ceasing. When | first sat and chatted with Ted | was touched by his
unassuming and gentle manner, but also overwhelmed by his vast
knowledge and achievement in the field of scientific research.

He was christened Edward, but few of us today knew him as anything
other than Ted. His sister Connie told me that the only time he was
called Edward was when his parents were giving him a telling off. He
was born in Hammersmith: his father was in the printing industry and
his mother worked in the local laundry. Right from the start he
excelled in school, especially after the teachers realised that he
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needed glasses. He was pleased to run errands for the teachers,
although | don’t think Connie was very happy when her brother
interrupted her classes lower down the school. It seems that there
was no stopping him, except, that is, in games, where he had quite
the opposite problem: he hated games and was reluctant to ever get
started.

Winning a scholarship to Latymer Grammar School, he continued to
do well. It was here that his love of chemistry began, thanks to Botch
his teacher and an experiment separating salt from sand. This,
amongst other practical lessons, sparked his imagination, and he
never looked back.

Ted left school at the age of 16, to earn his living as a junior chemist
at Lyons. But in 1943, at the age of 18, his career was put on hold
when he joined the Royal Navy and became a Radio Petty Officer,
stationed somewhere on a small island in the middle of the Pacific
Ocean, repairing helicopter radios from the Fleet Air Arm boats.
When the war was over, aided by a grant, he was able to resume his
studies in Chemistry, and in 1951 he gained his degree from London
University. If I'm honest | never really understood what Ted actually
did, because whenever he began to explain his work with electron
resists to me his enthusiasm and level of knowledge would leave me
way behind. His whole working life was spent dedicated to research
and teaching: at conferences, writing papers, passing his knowledge
to others both here and abroad.

In 1957 Ted moved to Purley with Joan his wife, to whom he was
devoted. They had met years before at Lyons and together they
enjoyed establishing their home in Woodcrest Road. One of the
verses in Psalm 85, which we heard earlier, echoes the happiness
that they both shared, a verse that Connie found amongst her
brother’s papers: Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness
and peace kiss each other. But sadly their plans were shattered
when in 1976 Joan passed away.

It had been through Joan that Ted had come to discover his faith.
Her brother was a vicar and he encouraged Ted to explore his faith.
Ironically it was also through Joan that his faith was tested beyond all
measure, as he tried to reconcile what had happened with the words
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of reassurance that the psalmist speaks of God’'s favour shown to us
through love and faithfulness.

But the psalmist also uses the words restore; revive; and rejoice; and
in time, with the help of his friends at St. Swithun’s, his dear sister
Connie, Lillie Anne, and Jeanie, Ted did learn to rejoice once more.
Surrounded and upheld by good friends, he continued to be
committed to helping others: he became a driver at the Cancer Care
Centre in Purley and at the day centre at Landsdown Road, he
delivered Christmas parcels to Bermondsey as part of St Swithun’s
Christmas Parcel scheme, not to mention producing the weekly
Notice Sheet for 30 years...he finally handed on the gauntlet after
completing his 1660™ copy last year!

Ted enjoyed his own company and his analytical mind meant that he
enjoyed doing cryptic crosswords, anything to do with computers, and
reading up about the intricacies of model railways. It was a real
privilege to have had the opportunity to get to know Ted, to begin to
see more clearly something of the true spirit that upheld this quiet
and private gentle man. A man who lived grounded in the belief that
God’s love in and through Jesus Christ had the power to transform
even the darkest of times. The psalmist reminds us that God has
passed this way before us, and prepares the way for our steps to
follow him, both in this world and the next: so that in God’s house we,
his chosen flock, will meet once more.

Rev'd Frany

John Chilvers also writes, to give some additional facts about Ted’s
life:

Ted was born in Hammersmith on 31 March 1925. He and his
younger sister, Connie, grew up in Barnes. When Latymer Grammar
School was evacuated to Slough at the outbreak of war, Ted initially
went with them, while his sister was evacuated to south Wales. Ted,
however, later returned home, and used to commute daily from
Ealing to Slough on the GWR.

After his graduation in 1951, he spent the next five years in the
research laboratories of British Oxygen Co preparing new organic
compounds, particularly for use in the plastics industry. This was
followed by 30 years of research for Mullard Radio Valve Co (part of
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Philips Electrical Industries). The first ten of these were spent in a
lab in Mitcham, developing industrial diamonds and growing single
crystals by flame-fusion, for use in programmes to discover why
ceramic insulators sometimes failed. He then went to their research
lab at Redhill, where he devised resists for use in the newly-
developing technique of electron lithography. During this period he
presented papers and gave a number of invited lectures at
international conferences — mostly in the USA, but some in the UK
and Europe. He chaired and helped organise a number of these
conferences, and published about 35 papers and a number of
patents on electron resists.

Ted and Joan were married in Barnes in 1945 while he was still in the
Navy. After his demob in 1947, they lived with Joan’s mother in
North Kensington until about 1954, when she had to move. They
then purchased a caravan and lived on a caravan site in Kingswood.
Following the tragedy of a stillborn child, Joan suffered severe
depression. After their move to 54 Woodcrest Road, Ted continued
to care lovingly for her until she died 19 years later. It was during this
period of great personal stress that Ted took on the demanding réle
of Group Scout Leader of the 23" Purley (St Swithun’s) Group, from
1960 to 1969, and it has been wonderful to receive the eloquent
tribute below from one of his scouts at the time.

After suffering valiantly from cancer for a year or more, it was heart
trouble that took Ted into hospital last Christmas. However, he was
then brought low by an infection and it was difficult to see him
recovering well enough to live on his own, as he would undoubtedly
have wished. So his death on 31st January, after a brief stay in Hill
House, Kenley, seemed a happy release for him to go forward to the
next stage of his journey.

John Chilvers

The following tribute to Ted comes from Douglas Hamilton, whom older
members will remember as the son of lan and Evelyn Hamilton. lan was our
Assistant Organist until the 1970s.

On 12th February | made a return visit to St Swithun’s Church.
Having been a server, scout, senior scout, youth club member and
Sunday Nighters member during the days of the Rev’'d Michael Gutch
and Canon Frank Bishop, it felt like coming home. Other than the
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wheel window, organ and choir vestry, everything was the same as in
my days of active membership.

Unfortunately, my reason for the visit was that it followed on from the
very sad occasion of the funeral of Ted Roberts, whom | 9ot to know
well after he took over the position of Scoutmaster of 23™ Purley (St
Swithun’s). In recalling the lives of many people, memories very
often feature stories of bad behaviour, mistakes, scrapes, funny
situations, fallings out and the like. But this was not Ted Roberts.
Ted was quietly careful, professional, thoughtful and considerate.

Before Ted, Richard Ledwidge had successfully built up the scout
troop and was a tough act to follow. When Richard moved away, Ted
stepped forward to take on the responsibility. We older boys in the
scouts realised that leading a group of spirited teenage boys in a
rather adventurous organisation was a brave step for Ted, but we
increasingly came to like, admire and respect the way he established
his own approach to the challenge, a very effective approach. As in
other sides of his life, Ted was very serious about doing the job well.
He worked hard, learned avidly, planned and prepared thoroughly for
all activities. Ted's ways worked, the troop achieved success and
prepared many boys for adult lives.

| think the ways of teenage boys amused Ted in spite of himself, and
he developed a leadership style that was good-humoured and
enjoyed. Ted had no need to be an overt disciplinarian as his
understated but firm personality worked to run a well-organised and
orderly troop. As a senior scout, | helped Ted as quartermaster at his
first summer camp with the boys. Scout camps are the time of the
year when all the scouting activities and skills are brought together in
a very basic outdoors setting. Ted ran a brilliant camp and one would
never guess it was his first time. How he must have worked, learned,
planned and sought advice. How well Ted implemented all this
preparation.

Ted never lost interest in his scouts. Even after they had long moved
away, he delighted in contact with them. We kept in touch and he
was always keen to know about the lives of other scouts and their
families. In turn, his scouts regularly asked after Ted.

Douglas Hamilton
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Electoral Roll - 2010

St Swithun’s Electoral Roll will be revised at the beginning of April.
Those on the Roll are entitled to attend and to vote at the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM), when any question of parochial
or general church interest may be raised. This year our APCM will be
held during the evening of Sunday, 18th April. The Electoral Roll is
only used for the purposes of the church, and is not made available
to any outside bodies.

Any baptised member of St Swithun’s aged 16 or over, who lives in
the parish or who normally worships with us, can apply to be on the
Electoral Roll. All who come into this category, particularly those who
have recently joined us, or who have reached the age of 16 during
the past year, are urged to apply. Application forms are available at
the back of the church.

Completed forms should be left at the back of the church, before the

end of March please.
Christine Lightbody
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Croydon South Deanery Synod, February 2010

| did not fancy going out! But fortified with Tramadol, off into the night
| went, knowing that Frany and Paul were not available and thinking
noble thoughts. As expected the usual routine stuff was speedily
dealt with and Christine Spurway rose to give us the first of the
discussion pointers for “The Church in Suburbia”. There is a
pamphlet written some years ago (2003?) by Jane Gibbs called
“Faith in Suburbia” — well intentioned, well researched and presented,
but | think by its very nature prejudiced from a “class” point of view.
My impression was this is because of the type of person (sample)
who seems to have responded. | was reminded of my attendance at
preparatory school — each year as the results of the Common
Entrance were read to the school there was a general feeling of
disappointment for those going to local schools, such as Whitgift or
Trinity. How sorry we felt for them, as clearly their parents could not
afford to send them to a proper establishment and they had to go to
the local day school. Ah, the ignorance of my youth! Yes there are
many examples of poverty and hardship within our diocese but when
we pause and consider the tremendous quality of life and social
support available to all of us as residents of the United Kingdom we
are blessed, we don’'t need to think hard before we can remember
those in real hardship and distress.

The Synod discussion roamed over several points regarding the
balance of work and leisure, but the reality is that what | remember in
the past were work days, weekends and Sunday as a special day.
Perhaps the better way for me to express it was that | felt Sunday
was a spiritual day and different from any other day of the week. This
was a day with a change of routine — at boarding school an extra
hour in bed followed by a lovely morning service at the local church.
The sound of those church bells early in the morning reminded me
that the day was different. | have to accept that on Sundays a rush
back from dinner at the “Old House” to catch the start of The Prisoner
was not uncommon: on reflection there might almost have been a
spiritual element to that programme. A great deal of faith was
required together with the acceptance that you did not know where it
was going or that questions might be answered.
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The point is that | believe that the pattern and location of worship
needs more fluidity — the balance that many of us knew when
younger is gone. My recollection is that some years ago Rosemary
had an inspired idea. To take the church into a shopping centre — to
offer a place for reflection, prayer and worship right in the middle of
the Whitgift shopping precinct — a temple to materialism. | spoke to
Greg Coughlan whose firm Howard Holdings had just purchased the
centre and he was receptive to the idea to allow rent-free access to
shops waiting for new occupants. Maybe this will happen, the idea
might be right next time when considering faith in the suburbs. We
can no longer afford to sit in our established places of worship and
expect the punters to just wander in through the door. Is suburbia a
place where we play at games, including that of status? Perhaps a
new British TV series could be created called “Desperate
Respectability” with the question asked at the end of every set of
credits: “are you having fun yet?”

| left the Synod meeting pleased that | could see that there was
plenty of food for thought. There was a reminder that the previous
balance has been upset: the mix of spirituality and materialism; the
money-rich time-poor factors; the balance of work and leisure. Some
might say that of the Yin and Yang. Society changes, standards and
practices change — can the Church do the same? If there is no
movement stagnation sets in, and not long after - decay. It is for us
to adapt and continue to be examples of our faith.

One last question | thought should have been posed for us to take
away and discuss further. Did Jesus enjoy “church”, and did he ever
have “fun” there?

Jeremy Way
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Editor's Corner -
Existential Thoughts in the Galapagos Islands

We got back from a two week nature cruise in the Galapagos Islands
last weekend, hence the late magazine. Anne and Barry went two
years ago and reported the state of the flora fauna and volcanoes at
length, so | will confine myself to thoughts of being and becoming .
We went ashore and walked with Juan, our truly expert guide, among
the volcanoes and along the beaches and lagoons. The fauna are
very confiding and sit close with minimal concerns. | found it tricky to
balance the wish to just be, against walking along identifying the
charming creatures.

It seems to me to be a lovely parable of the existential model of being
and becoming. Itis a great privilege to practice this authenticity.

Don’t get me wrong, the becoming has to go along with the being, but
| think the being part can get neglected.

Here is a cheerful Marine Iguana that we met on South Plaza Island

Ed
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St. Swithun’s Church Calendar

7th March 3rd Sunday of Lent

10.30 a.m.  Sung Communion Rev'd Frany Long
10th March (Wednesday)

9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev'd Frany Long

7.00 p.m. Silent Prayer in the Lady Chapel,
followed by Compline at 7.30

14th March Mothering Sunday
8.00 a.m. Said Communion Rev'd Frany Long
10.30 a.m.  Morning Praise Rev'd Nichola Riches
17th March (Wednesday)
9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev'd Frany Long

7.00 p.m. Silent Prayer in the Lady Chapel,
followed by Compline at 7.30

21st March Passion Sunday

10.30 a.m.  Sung Communion Rev'd Frany Long
24th March (Wednesday)

9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev'd Frany Long

7.00 p.m. Silent Prayer in the Lady Chapel,
followed by Compline at 7.30

28th March Palm Sunday

8.00 a.m. Said Communion Rev'd Frany Long
10.30 a.m.  Morning Praise Rev'd Nichola Riches
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29th March

Monday of Holy Week

8.00 p.m. Meditation at St Mark’s Woodcote, led by
Bishop David Atkinson
30th March Tuesday of Holy Week
8.00 p.m. Stations of the Cross, at St Mark’s Woodcote
Rev'd Frany Long
31st March Wednesday of Holy Week
9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev'd Frany Long
7.00 p.m. Silent Prayer in the Lady Chapel,
followed by Compline at 7.30
1st April Maundy Thursday
8.00 p.m. Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar: followed by a
silent vigil in the Lady Chapel, concluding with
Compline at 10.30 Rev'd Frany Long
2nd April Good Friday
9.30 a.m. Creating the Easter Garden Rev'd Nichola Riches
10.30 a.m.  Churches Together in Purley and Kenley, united
Service of Public Worship outside Tesco
1.30 - 3 p.m. Veneration of the Cross Rev'd Frany Long
3rd April Easter Saturday
8.30 p.m. Service of the Light, with Holy Communion
Rev'd Nichola Riches
4th April Easter Day
10.30 a.m.  Family Sung Communion Rev'd Nichola Riches
N. B. There will be no mid-week Communion service

on Wednesday, 7th April.

30



