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Dear Friends

The headline in the paper read: ‘Paras ready to ‘dance with the devil’
for the third time in Helmond’. As the Parachute Regiment prepared
for their third tour of duty in Afghanistan, Major Nick French made the
telling comment that: ‘There are only a certain number of times that
you can dance with the devil and get away with it.’

When he speaks of the devil, he is referring to the Taliban, but what
each one of us understands to be ‘the devil’ will vary depending on
our own perspective and personal circumstance. For example it
might be something like an addiction or an obsession that for
whatever reason has taken control of our lives. A very different but
equally damaging ‘devil’ came to mind, though, when | read this: the
country’s dance with the devil of greed and selfish material gain that
has destabilised not only the wealth of the country’s economy but
also much of its system of moral and social values.

As the new government begin to put in place a system of drastic
measures in order to bring about economic recovery, the time has
come for the country as a whole to face up to the consequences of
dancing with this particular devil. Across the European Union people
are beginning to bear the consequences of economic greed, and the
realities of financial bankruptcy, with angry scenes reflecting the
degree of opposition to the changes that need to be implemented in
order for recovery to begin.

Placing too great a value on material wealth is directly opposed to the
teaching of the gospels. In the Parable of the Sower, Jesus
compares the deceitfulness of wealth to being like the thorns that
come up and choke the plant, preventing any new growth. Paul puts
it far more succinctly when he says, in his letter to Timothy:
‘Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant
nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their
hope in God who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment.’
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In a recent interview by the Church Urban Fund in connection with
Poverty Sunday on 13th June, Archbishop Rowan said: ‘God’s idea
of human society is that everybody takes responsibility for everyone
else; in which everyone recognises that if someone else is suffering
or deprived, then they are too’.

In reality society is far from living God’s ideal, continuing instead to
follow worldly values, obsessed by the rights of the individual,
whatever the cost to others. Paul’'s letter, however, continues:
‘Command them to do good, to be rich in their good deeds, and to be
generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may
take hold of the life that is truly life.’

To lay aside the devil in our lives we need only to come before God
with a desire to stop dancing. We don’'t need all the answers: just to
be prepared to face up to the true cost of our actions. Then, through
God’s grace, the new shoots of change can begin to bear fruit and
God, seeing what is in our hearts, will rejoice.

Rev'd Frany

Jeffrey and Margaret Thomas

Those whose memories go back to the early 1980s will be sad, as we
were, to learn of the death of Jeff Thomas on Easter Monday,
following that of his wife, Margaret, in January. Jeff and Margaret
had been active members of St Swithun’s for many years when they
lived at 86 Woodcote Valley Road, and Jeff had served on the PCC,
Deanery Synod and Stewardship Committee. They then moved to 21
Green Lane for a number of years before moving up to Harrogate to
be nearer their daughter, Gillian, and her family. We understand that,
some time ago, Jeff suffered a stroke which left him with seriously
impaired speech, and he moved into a home where Margaret had
later joined him.

John Chilvers



Holy Baptism

| You are my
beloved Son;

with you | am

Using the symbols of water for cleansing and oil for healing, Christian
Baptism marks the beginning of a lifetime’s journey as a disciple of
Christ and is one of the seven sacraments of the Christian Faith.

A sacrament is ‘an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual
grace’; a significant moment when as Christians we believe that
through God’s grace our lives are transformed by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Baptism is to be entered into with sincerity, understanding and good
conscience. For that reason | always meet with the parents and
godparents before the service, so that together we can talk about the
reasons why they have decided to have their child baptized and what
they understand baptism to be, and examine the serious promises
they will be making on the child’s behallf.

The reason that many couples give for wanting their child to be
baptised is that it's what's expected. Bringing their child for baptism,
however, means entering a place where the words and rituals are
often unfamiliar, especially if it's within the main service. Although
the main service is the ideal setting, with the church family there to
welcome the child and the parents, there are occasions when this is
either not appropriate or not convenient. It is for such reasons that |
am looking forward to my first baptism at St. Swithun’s on 13th June
at 3 p.m. The church’s responsibility is to welcome new people, and
so | do hope that some of you will be able to be there on the 13th to
welcome the family as they come to make their baptismal promises
before God.

Rev'd Frany



Companions in Mission

ONE ANg

As | HAVE LOVED you

Companions in Mission is an annual initiative, run by the Diocese of
Southwark. One parish in each of the three areas of the diocese is
selected to receive Companions in Mission, who are commissioned
to work alongside members of the congregation in specific areas.

St. Swithun’s and St. Mark’s have been chosen this year. The four
people allocated to work alongside us are:

Penny Bird - a Reader at All Saints Church, Sanderstead

Sandra Preston - who has recently stepped down from working
as a Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary in Reigate

Russell Lawson - Vicar of St. Alban’s, South Norwood.

Linda Williams - a Non-Stipendiary Minister at All Saints, Kenley

After several meetings, and a walk round the churches and the
parishes, it has been decided that the areas to be focused on will be
the following:

Penny and Sandra will be working with Chris Chapman, from the
diocese, to set up and run a Discipleship Course. This will begin
in September, and will be run across both parishes. It is hoped
that the course will lead to the formation of new House Groups.

Russell will be working alongside Youth Alpha and the young
leaders to plan an event for youngsters in the autumn, out of
which we hope to build a provision for our young people to grow
in their understanding of God and to meet regularly for
fellowship, prayer and worship.
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Linda will be working at St. Mark’s to help put in place a
structure of Pastoral Care and Follow-up for Baptisms, Funerals
and Weddings.

Penny, Sandra and Russell will be at St. Swithun’s on 13th June, to
be welcomed and commissioned in the 10.30 a.m. service. Let us
pray for them, and for the direction of the Holy Spirit to guide us as
we work together in the months ahead.

God our Father, as followers of Jesus Christ we are called to
lives of service; to witness to the good news of your Son,
working together in your name wherever you call us to be.

We pray for Russell, Sandra and Penny as they accept this
call to serve as Companions in Mission here amongst us.
Give them wisdom and guidance as together we seek your
purpose in this place.

Open our hearts and minds with a new desire to draw closer
to you in our understanding, ready to embrace new ways of
learning, and meeting you in worship.

Amen

Rev'd Frany

Cradle Roll

We remember especially in our prayers the following children, on the
anniversaries of their baptisms this month:

Louis Philip Shorrock 2nd June (2002)
Ella Jane Mycroft 11th June (2006)
Charley Jessica Brown 12th June (2005)
Tobias Patrick Brown 12th June (2005)

Sophia Louise Bagnall 23rd June (2002)



Zimbabwe - Emergency Appeal

“We want to draw your attention to an important initiative concerning
our sister church in Zimbabwe. Following a recent roundtable
meeting at Lambeth Palace attended by Bishop Cleophas of
Matabeleland, Bishop Chad of Harare and Bishop Julius of
Manicaland, we are commending to you an emergency appeal which
Is being co-ordinated by USPG. This is to support the legal actions
underway in the Zimbabwe High Court to restore legal titles to
churches, Cathedrals, schools and other Diocesan assets from which
the worshipping congregations in the two Dioceses of Manicaland
and Harare are currently excluded. We have been asked for
solidarity in prayer and support.’

Anglicans in

World Mission

For many years the Anglican Church in Zimbabwe has been known
for its vibrancy and its generous commitment to serving the needs of
the poorest in its surrounding communities. Many have already
contributed generously in recent months to the Archbishops’ Appeal
for humanitarian aid to Zimbabwe. However the ability of the church
to continue that vital humanitarian and missionary work is being
undermined by continuing interference and harassment from some
of its former leaders.

You may well be aware that two years ago two of the Bishops of the
Church of the Province of Central Africa (CPCA) tried to “withdraw”
their Dioceses from the Anglican Province and Communion. One of
them has been very close to the government of President Mugabe
and has made considerable personal gains from the corruption
associated with it.




The actions of these bishops were contrary to canon law governing
the life of the CPCA, and both bishops, by their actions, were
deemed to have removed themselves from the continuing life of the
CPCA dioceses of Harare and Manicaland. Both have subsequently
been removed from office and replaced by due canonical process.
Bishops Chad Gandiya and Julius Makoni are, respectively, the
lawful bishops of the two dioceses.

The former bishops are, however, both fighting a rearguard action.
Despite court injunctions they are preventing bona-fide Anglicans
from worshipping in their churches and have seized almost all the
properties and income-generating resources of both dioceses.
Bishops, clergy and congregations have been subjected to a ruthless
campaign of intimidation and, in some cases, brutality and violence.
The police have been complicit in some of these actions, often
acknowledging that their orders not to intervene are politically
motivated.

As a result, heavy legal costs are being incurred as part of a
deliberate campaign to bankrupt the CPCA dioceses. Matters will
come to a head very soon, when the Supreme Court will be asked to
make a once and for all ruling to settle the matter. Unless the
Dioceses can find the funds to be properly represented in the courts,
they risk the judgement going against them, with very serious long-
term consequences for the future of the Anglican Church in
Zimbabwe.

£100,000 is urgently needed to underwrite legal cos ts and to
settle arrears in order to retain counsel.

USPG has been working with other supporters here in the U.K.,

and especially the Diocese of Southwark, to support our
brothers and sisters in Zimbabwe. We are urgently appealing on
their behalf to churches and individuals to come to their aid. If

just 1000 churches or individuals were able to dona te £100 the
matter would be settled. Can you help us?

We are well aware that donating to legal costs is not likely to be your
first choice for supporting world development, or the church’s part in
it. But without addressing this issue head on, and solving it, the
church will be continuously disempowered from getting on with the
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much more important agenda it sees for itself, that of sharing God’s
love in practical and life-changing ways.

USPG - Anglicans in World Mision

The P C C has agreed that St Swithun’s should make a donation of
£200 to this appeal out of our Charities Fund, and this has already
been sent. We would also like to encourage individual members to
make further contributions, and to this end there will be a retiring
collection after our services on the next two Sundays, 6th and 13th
June. Please use the yellow Gift Aid envelopes, so that we can add
the income tax recoverable to your donations. Please make cheques
payable to St Swithun’'s PCC.

Robert Page

Ladies’ Circle Programme

2nd June 11.00 a.m.  Coach trip to Guildford Cathedral for
“Small but Perfectly Formed”
— an exhibition of textile art.
Meet at the church, if you have booked.

*Oth June 10.30 a.m. Coffee at Ann Walker’s,
where we will contribute to
Coulsdon Overseas Aid Trust (COAT)

*30th June River trip to Hampton Court.
Bring a picnic lunch.
Time to be announced

* NB: change from fortnightly pattern

We would be delighted to welcome new members — have a word with
one of us.
Jill Bingham 8668 1980
Elaine Chilvers 8668 4358



Bishop Nick’s Parish Visitation

Bishop Nick Baines will be visiting the parishes of St. Swithun’s and
St. Mark’s on Tuesday 13th July as part of his second cycle of parish
visits. During his time with us he will conduct ministerial development
interviews with licensed clergy, followed by an open meeting with
PCC members and members of the two congregations.

The meeting will take place at St. Swithun’s Church at 8 p.m., with
coffee and tea being served from 7.30 p.m. onwards. It is an
excellent opportunity to hear the Bishop speak to us on the
complexities and issues of being the church in our particular setting
and for you to put your questions to him. | do hope that many of you
will come and that the turn-out will be a balanced representation of
the two churches.

Please put the date in your diary today.
Rev'd Frany



Training Courses

CWR was founded as a Christian ministry in 1965 by Selwyn
Hughes. Since then, it has grown into an international publishing
and training organization, which seeks to enable people to apply
God's word to everyday life and relationships. CWR is based at
Waverley Abbey House near Farnham in Surrey, a Georgian building
offering modern facilities with the added appeal of extensive grounds;
a lake; and the picturesque ruins of a twelfth-century Cistercian
monastery.

Over the last few years CWR has developed a programme of various
‘Insight Days’, designed to give specific understanding in key life
issues that many people face. The teaching is biblically-based and
open to anyone with an interest in the subject.

CWR’s slogan is ‘Applying God's Word to everyday life and
relationships.’

Course titles are as follows:

Infertility: Invisible wounds and unfulfilled longings - 19th June
Insight into burnout - 31st July

Insight into dementia - 20th August

Insight into eating disorders - 4th September

Insight into depression - 20th October

Insight into bereavement - 2nd December

Further details can be obtained from www.cwr.org.uk; by calling
01252 78719; or by speaking to Rev'd Frany Long

Time: 9a.m.-4.30 p.m. [9-9.30 Coffee and registration]

Cost: £39.50 per day, including lunch and notes.
(If booked 8 weeks ahead the cost is reduced to £35.55)
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Introducing Kathryn

Hello! | am delighted to be joining St. Mark’s and St. Swithun’s as
Curate following my ordination in July. For the last two years, | have
been training for ordained ministry at Ripon College Cuddesdon, just
outside Oxford, but | live locally as | am married to James, a parish
priest in Sanderstead.

| was brought up in Bromley and went to school in Dulwich, before
reading Philosophy and Theology at Oxford and subsequently
qualifying as a Barrister. | practised law until the birth of our
children: Dominic, who is now eight, and Eliza, six. Now that both of
them enjoy honing their debating skills round the kitchen table, | find
that my former profession comes in handy from time to time...

| am very much looking forward to getting to know you when the
summer finally arrives!
Kathryn Percival

Kathryn will be ordained Deacon in Southwark Cathedral on Sunday
4th July. The following Sunday (11th July ) we and St Mark’s will
together welcome her as our new Stipendiary Curate with a special
joint service of Choral Evensong in St Swithun’s at 6 p.m.

Please hold Kathryn in your prayers as she prepares to take this
important and life-changing step of faith, and join us in welcoming her
on 11th July.
Rev’d Frany
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What happens to those for whom we pray?

We pray regularly for people on our Intercessions List — sometimes
for months or even years — but only rarely do we hear the outcome.
One of those for whom we have been praying over the past ten
months has been our neighbour, Diane Black. | am sure it will be a
great encouragement to read the following report of her miraculous
progress from her husband, lan. Diane’s story was written up by lan
as background to a sponsored run that his sister was undertaking in
May in aid of the Royal Hospital for Neuro-Disability, Putney - which
IS a registered charity with an amazing record that operates
independently of the NHS, although most of its patients are NHS
funded. The sponsoring website is at www.justgiving.com/Anne-
Maclean

John Chilvers

On 20 July 2009 Diane suffered a near-fatal brain haemorrhage. She
was at one point given 48 hours to live and the family prepared for
what we believed to be the inevitable. Despite this our daughter's
wedding went ahead on 1 August and, thanks to the wonders of
modern technology and the skill of a great friend, the service was
relayed live from Exeter Cathedral to Diane's room in St. George's
Hospital, Tooting. Although Diane survived for the next two months
she remained in a 'vegetative state'. In September she was
transferred to Mayday Hospital, Croydon, still vegetative.

On 4th November we had our first breakthrough. One of the physios
at Mayday reported that Diane had moved her right thumb away from
her hand on command. Further modest progress continued, but on
16th December she had an epileptic seizure. This was brought under
control and Diane will receive daily anti-epilepsy drugs for the rest of
her life. However, in some strange way this seizure seemed to
'shake things up' and on 21st December she was able to obey five
commands given in quick succession: smile, stick out your tongue,
raise your eyebrows, close your mouth and puff out your cheeks.

On 5th January came a second breakthrough. We had set up a
whole slew of photographs on a memory stick and 'spooled’ through
them on Diane's TV. Naturally we were all asking her to name the
people in the photographs. Eventually she responded with the word
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‘Sharon' when looking at a picture of one of her oldest friends — and,
yes, the individual in the photograph was indeed Sharon!

Two weeks later came another breakthrough. Over a period of about
three hours my daughter and | were the delighted recipients of what
we termed a 'torrent of words'. The effort required was astonishing —
Diane's arms and legs moving excitedly, face going pink with effort,
and beads of sweat forming on her brow and trickling down her face.
Sentences included 'Do you know what we talked about on Friday?';
'Was that Lesley'; and 'l think | wakened up and ....... ' Eventually we
had to stop and call a doctor because Diane’s blood pressure and
heart rate had gone through the roof! Progress continued thereafter
with Diane actually laughing at the appropriate time in some
conversations.

On 10th February she was transferred to the Royal Hospital for
Neuro-Disability in Putney. However, the move coincided with a
decline in her condition. Speech virtually ceased and on 16th March
she had a second seizure. This was brought under control and the
daily dosage of the anti-epilepsy drug increased. A week later she
had a four-hour operation in which a 'drain' was inserted into her
brain to control the pressure caused by fluid buildup.

Despite these set-backs, Diane began to speak again. On 11th April,
in response to my son’s question 'Who is in New Zealand?', Diane
responded 'Lesley'. (Lesley and her husband had indeed left for New
Zealand in February to work as doctors for a year). She has also
begun to volunteer her own comments without the prompt of a
question. She would sing along to records on her iPod, and she
recognised a particular David Bowie song within a few seconds of its
introduction. The most recent development came earlier this month
when, without any prompting, she suddenly demonstrated her ability
to read.

We now know that she retains her long-term memory, and her short-
term memory is also functioning. She receives one puréed meal a
day and the long-term aim is to remove her intravenous feeding tube.
All this gives us grounds for hope that Diane's recovery will continue
to the point where she can begin to contemplate a quality of life in the
future that was previously unimaginable.

lan Black
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Edith Marjorie Reynolds: 1914 — 2010

Marjorie (or Marje as she was affectionately known) was born in
London on 19th January 1914, nearly five years after her sister, Ivy.
Details of their early life are a little uncertain, being largely based on
jottings from a long conversation | had with Marjorie while doing
research for “The Story of St Swithun’s Church” for its Golden Jubilee
in 2004 — having recognised that the life of the Reynolds sisters
virtually was the history of St Swithun’s.

Both children were fostered out when Marjorie was a baby and
initially lived with their foster-parents in Croydon. | think their birth
name was Stainer. | remember her teling me she had little
subsequent contact with her mother, but did see her father a certain
amount — though she felt he was closer to Ivy. She was eternally
grateful that the two of them were fostered out together, which she
understood to be quite rare at that time. They were in due course
adopted by “Mum and Dad” and took their name of Reynolds. There
seem to have been several other children in the family — another girl
and at least two boys — but Marje was the youngest. It is not clear
exactly when they moved to Lansdowne Road — probably between
1914 and 1916 — but it was a couple of years afterwards that they
moved to Number 113, which was to be Marje’'s home for the next 80
or so years. Her adoptive parents always insisted on her going to
Sunday School (at the Lansdowne Mission Hall), though they
themselves did not attend church. In later life she recognised that
she had been something of a drudge at home; but she could always
rely on vy to stick up for her and shield her from harm.

On leaving school she went into daily service with two or three
families in the Purley area. When war came she went into the RAF
and became a LAC(W) in the catering staff for 3% years. 18 months
of her service was in Wick in the north of Scotland. She enjoyed this
period of her life, but complained that travelling home took up a large
part of her 48-hour pass. She would have stayed in the RAF, but felt
she should come home to help Ivy who was doing three jobs — a milk
round, air-raid warden and looking after their ageing adoptive mother.
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A photograph of around 1930, showing Marjorie (front row, left) and her sister
vy (front row, 2nd from right) together with other members of ‘Miss Hooper’s
Girls’ - a girl's club led by Miss Gertrude Hooper and based originally in the
Mission Hall in Lansdowne Road and then in the new church (now our church
hall) in Grovelands Road

When “Mum” died and the others had left home, Ivy and Marjorie
were joined at No 113 by Gladys Searle, whom lvy had met and
befriended when working at an optical factory in Croydon. Reading
between the lines, one sensed that there were times when Marje
came to feel like an outsider. It seems that Gladys had been
something of a tearaway when young and was alleged to have
thrown a knife at someone at work. She remained difficult, but “lvy
transformed her into a very different person”. Marjorie said she never
really appreciated what an incredible person Ivy was until after her
death.

After returning to civilian life, Marjorie worked in the kitchens of
Chipstead Valley School and Margaret Roper School. At another
time she appears to have had a job in the newsagents at the foot of
Grovelands Road. Somewhere around 1960 she was approached by
Rev'd Alan Staines, then Vicar of Christ Church, to help with their
Harvest Supper and this was the beginning of her long association
with that church (while her sister always remained at St Swithun’s).
This may also be why she subsequently transferred to work in the
kitchen at Christ Church School. While at Christ Church her
particular role for many years was in charge of the créche. For many
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years she also organised mid-week lunches at Purley United
Reformed Church.

Following Ivy’s death in 1986, and partly in response to the love and
affection shown for Ivy by the people of St Swithun's, Marjorie
resumed her regular attendance and full participation in the life of this
church. Marjorie died, aged 96, on 11th May 2010

John Chilvers

Marje was a very caring member of the Ladies’ Circle and entered
fully into its activities. She was a dab hand at making bread rolls and
made enormous quantities for the cake stall at the Christmas Fair
and lunches. She would always help with washing up and any
appropriate jobs, despite having a spastic leg and needing to walk
with an iron support.

She was very unassuming and lived simply. She loved playing
Scrabble, was an avid watcher of ‘Countdown’, and enjoyed almost
any type of sport on TV. She had no central heating and made a coal
fire every day during the winter. Just before her 90" birthday,
members of the Ladies’ Circle decided it was time for her to have
some easier form of heating. An electric fire was presented to her at
a birthday tea in the Carter Room and Marje made a charming
speech of thanks. She never wanted a washing machine but John
Greig decided she should at least have a spin dryer, and Marje
reluctantly agreed to use this new-fangled machine.

Marjorie’s favourite charity was probably the Children’s Society and
every year she recycled Christmas cards, given by church members,
to raise funds for the Society. It was very sad when she started to
get confused and forgetful and the time came for her to be cared for.
We will always remember Marje as a thoroughly nice person, who
never complained about her life, which was not as easy as it might
have been.

Elaine Chilvers
Jill Bingham
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St Swithun’s Plant Sale

The plant sale on 9th May raised a total of £823 for St. Swithun's
Charities Fund. Starting at 9.00 a.m. we had a steady stream of
previous patrons, who chatted about the progress of last year's
purchases, and new buyers. Some had specific enquiries: plants to
infill hedges, to create a blue / white / yellow 20ft area by a Ladies'
cricket pavilion, to supplement a busy son's new vegetable patch, to
add variety to an allotment, to make dramatic colour on a patio, to
create a Japanese style rockery; etc.

Thanks are due to all who came along to support the event. Also to
Damaris and David Weller, Paul Sandford, Robert Page and Sandra
Dempsey for producing a large proportion of the stock, together with
other numerous local donors who brought plants on the day to widen
the range on offer. Thanks also to Anne Rourke and Rosemary
Banks for their assistance with sales.

Damaris Weller

Do you need somewhere to meet,
or to celebrate?

St Swithun’s Church Hall

IS available to rent.
Now fully accessible

Regular weekly bookings, or one-off occasions

To obtain more details and to check availability, p  lease contact:

Mrs Helen Gordon (Hall Lettings Secretary) on 07754 569 564,
or e-mail: saintswithuns.hall@hotmail.com
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History Notes - Pueblo Indians

The European Settlement

We have seen how the Four Corners area of south-western USA was
settled by the first or indigenous peoples. As examples, | have
written about the Pueblo Indians, the Hopi being the group occupying
centre stage, then the Navajo, the largest Athbascan Indian group
who coexist largely peaceably alongside the Hopi.

In the 16th century the modern world begins to arrive. Firstly the
Spanish, colonists from Mexico, and more latterly the American
explorers and homesteaders.

We know that the interface between these groups proved disastrous
in many parts of U S A and Canada.

The Spanish Conquistadores

The first expedition was in 1540. Francisco Vasquez de Coronado
trekked from Mexico City in search of treasure - the fabled Seven
Cities of Gold. He did not have respect for the First Peoples. He
found and attacked pueblos, but returned without settling, and without
any treasure.

Francisco Vazquez de Coronado y Lujan, 1510-1544
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Coronado Sets Out to the North, by Frederic Remington (1861-1909)

A period of peace followed and it was not until 1598 that a new
expedition arrived, led by Juan de Ornate. This was a colonising
project and he claimed the south-west as a Spanish possession.
The invasion was ruthless: slaves were taken and punishments were
inflicted on anyone not subservient to the Spanish.

The governor was replaced by Pedro de Peralta in 1608 and he is
credited with the foundation of Santa Fe in what became New
Mexico. This occurred at the same time as the first settling of British
in Virginia

The colony of New Mexico developed over the next century and in
1675 the Spanish attempted to subjugate the Indian culture. This
provoked the Pueblo Revolt. During this period the mortality
amongst the First Peoples of the south-west associated with
infectious diseases was considerable: these included measles,
smallpox, and syphilis - diseases common in Europe and carrying
considerable mortality there, but much more virulent in a population
that had no historical exposure and therefore no herd immunity.

The arrival of the overland settlers and traders from the Anglo-
American states started a feud with the Spanish which was finally
settled after the Mexican-American war in 1846. The south-west
became a part of the USA
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This did not solve the difficulties the Tribes had, as the Americans not
only wanted the Indian land, but thought they were savages in need
of conversion and education. The stealing of the ancestral lands and
considerable battles and the destruction of the pueblos makes hard
reading.

U S Cavalry pursuing Native Americans - Unknown artist

The American colonists have to
this a day a philosophy of
Manifest Destiny, which is
interpreted in many ways by
them, even to the current time.
They believe that there is no
other political and social system
superior to theirs. They feel that
all the nations would benefit from
the adoption of US way and this
makes for uncomfortable relations
with cultures very different from
their own. We in UK can see
reflections of this philosophy
within our own Imperial past.

A U S Cavalry sergeant in full
uniform of 1866
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This painting (circa 1872) by John Gast, called American Progress, is an
allegorical representation of the modernization of the new west. Columbia,
intended as a personification of the United States, leads American settlers and
civilization westward, stringing telegraph wire as she travels; she holds a
school book. The different economic activities of the pioneers are highlighted
and, especially, the changing forms of transportation. The Native Americans
and wild animals flee!

This caused the culture of our heroes in the Four Corners to be put
under great stress. To our delight, although they have a sadly
reduced number and cultural insecurity, they have successfully
resisted efforts to deprive them of their identity. The tribes have, at
last, lands of their own, the vote, and citizens rights in the USA. But
there is still a lot to do to restore their society.

That is the end of this short review of the American First Peoples.
Visit the Four Corners area if you have the chance: it is magnificent
terrain as well.

This article was omitted last month. To read the earlier articles go
back to the April, March, February, January, and December issues of

the magazine
Jenny Page
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The St Matthew Passion

“God save us! It's just like being at an opera comedy!” is the only
recorded comment on the first

performance of Bach's St
Matthew Passion on Good
Friday 1729, although the word
“‘comedy” at the time was
synonymous with “play”.
Afterwards, it was not heard
outside Leipzig for 100 years
until it was given a performance
by Felix Mendelssohn in Berlin.
Since then it has become
recognized as perhaps the
greatest oratorio ever written, a
veritable cathedral of the genre,
and certainly it has all the drama
of a grand opera - and a tragic
one at that.

Right from the beginning with the steady steps of the opening chorus,
“Come ye daughters, share my mourning”, the listener realizes he is
on a pilgrimage which leads inexorably to Calvary, crucifixion and
burial in the tomb, the last so beautifully wrought in the final chorus
“In tears of grief, dear Lord, we leave Thee” and evocative of the still,
grey stoniness of the grave. In between, Matthew’s version of the
Passion (Chapters 26 and 27) is recounted by the evangelist in a
series of recitatives, dramatically sung by Pascal Charbonneau. Who
could not have been moved by Peter’s sudden realization that he had
denied his Master not once but three times and how he had gone out
and wept bitterly? Other recitatives are given to Christ Himself, sung
with great dignity by Matthew Hargreaves and to the brief parts of
Peter, Judas, Pilate, Pilate’s wife and two false witnesses, sung by
the four other soloists.

Interpolated between the recitatives are arias and chorales which
relate the drama more personally to the listener. As the conductor,
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Leslie Olive, says in his illuminating programme note, “Enjoying the
St Matthew Passion”, these are “reflections upon the Passion,
expressing the responses of a Christian worshipper, rather in the way
that some Christians meditate on the ‘Stations of the Cross’ — simple
images of key moments in the Good Friday story”. Some of these
take the form of accompanied recitatives followed by demanding
arias. These were impressively sung with great conviction by the four
soloists. Here Bach'’s imaginative use of the two orchestras knows no
bounds, from the sheer beauty of the two which feature violin solos,
“Have mercy Lord on me” and “Give, O give me back my Lord”, to the
wonderfully entwined counterpoint of the two oboes d’amore in the
recitative and aria “Ah, Golgotha! Unhappy Golgotha! The Lord of
Glory here amid shame and scorn must perish”. In this aria the choir
interjects “Come where?” to the soloist's command, “Come to the
arms of Jesus”. The other interpolations are chorales — hymns — in
which the whole congregation was invited to sing.

There were many moments of high drama and poignancy, such as
the cruel shouts by the crowd of “Barabbas” when asked whom they
would like released and “Let him be crucified” as the fate they
required for Jesus. In contrast, the death of Jesus was followed by a
hushed chorale “Be near me Lord, when dying”, the awesome, “Truly
this was the Son of God” and a beautiful bass recitative and aria
celebrating the peace of the evening hour.

How can one sum up an occasion such as this? Perhaps by realizing
that it was a rare and beautiful gift, made possible by an enormous
commitment of time, talent and energy on the part of many people,
and saying thank you. So thank you Leslie Olive, for bringing such a
moving performance of the St Matthew Passion to St Mark’s, thank
you to the soloists, Pascal Charbonneau, Matthew Hargreaves, Jay
Britton, Tim Garrard, Paul Smy and Jonathan Saunders, thank you to
the English Arts Chorale and the Junior Choir of the Colchester Royal
Grammar School for their wonderful singing and, not least, thank you
to the many people who worked assiduously behind the scenes to
make the whole evening such an auditory and spectacular success.
Finally, thank you Frany Long for your connection with the English
Arts Chorale and persuading them to bring this glorious performance
of the St Matthew Passion to St Mark’s.

Richard Strange
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Paul Richards in Wells

On 2nd April, a beautifully sunny but chilly day, John and | set out on
a journey to Wells in Somerset. We were to attend the impressive-
sounding “Collation and Installation of Paul Richards as Cathedral
Administrator and Chapter Clerk”. @ When we arrived at the
accommodation we had chosen from a B&B guide, we found that we
were blessed with a distant view of the cathedral across the fields. It
was just a 20-minute walk away. Reaching the cathedral in good
time for the 5.15 service, we found ourselves walking immediately
behind Paul's wife, Alison, and his daughter Hannah. His other
daughter, Naomi, was unfortunately unable to attend. We also had a
brief word with Paul, resplendent in his impressive robe of office,
before we were ushered into spare seats in the Quire (sadly, we had
not been invited to augment the choir!).

During the first hymn there was a procession of the choir, a virger,
Cathedral Clergy, Prebendaries, another virger, the Administrator
(Paul), the Chapter, the Bishop of Bath & Wells and the Bishop’s
Chaplain. The Bishop explained the function of the Administrator —
co-ordination of all parts of cathedral life, which he likened to
“steering a huge ship — preferably with a light touch on the tiller”. The
ancient ceremony followed. The Bishop delivered the Mandate for
the Installation to the Dean, who ‘addressed’ the Chapter, who then
formally agreed to the Mandate. Paul was called upon to swear an
oath of obedience to the Chapter, was officially welcomed by the
Dean and conducted to his personal stall. He then formally declared
that he would observe the statutes and traditions of the Cathedral.
Then followed a magnificently sung Choral Evensong, personalised
for Paul as some of the settings were from Christchurch Cathedral,
Oxford, where he graduated. It was a wonderfully uplifting service.

Afterwards refreshments were served in the transept, where
cathedral staff mingled with members of the congregation in a very
friendly atmosphere. The Bishop told us he knew our area well
having been Vicar of St Mary’s, Addiscombe, in the ‘80s and, much
earlier, a member of Purley Baptist Church. This was a very
memorable occasion — especially, obviously, for Paul who said he
was still pinching himself.

Elaine Chilvers
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Important Dates for
Your Diary

5th June

11th July

13th July

18th July

30th September

2nd October

3rd October

16th October

Quiz Evening, in aid of Purley OverSeas
Trust (POST). 7 p.m. in St Mark’s Church Hall.
Tickets (£8 - inclusive of Supper, but BYOB)
from Valerie Haywood (01737 556 959) or
Robert Page (020 8660 1026)

Sung Evensong at 6 p.m.
in St Swithun’s. A joint
service with St. Mark’s, to
formally welcome Rev'd
Kathryn Percival.

Bishop Nick’s Parish Visitation - Open
meeting for all members of St Swithun’s and St
Mark’s in St Swithun’s Church, 7.30 for 8 p.m.

Our Patronal Festival . Parish
Barbecue lunch at the new Vicarage

Concert by the ConTempo String Quartet , in
aid of POST - 7.30 p.m. in St Mark’s Church.
Details to follow.

St Swithun’s Autumn Fair |, in
the Church Hall.

St Swithun’s Harvest Festival

Murder Mystery Evening and Supper, inaid
of POST, in St Mark’s Church Hall. More
details later.
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Churches Together in Purley & Kenley

Sunday 6th June

Tuesday 8th June

Sunday 13th June

Tuesday 15th June

Sunday 20th June

Prayer Diary for June

Please pray for all at Old Lodge Lane Baptist
Church.

Please pray for discernment and for guidance
as the Deanery Chapter take a day away to
look at the future shape of the deanery.

Please pray for all at St Barnabas, Purley.
Please pray for a trip to Oberammergau leaving
today. Frany Long will be leading twenty-five
people from across the parishes on an eight
day trip.

Please pray for all at St James, Riddlesdown.

Friday 25th and Saturday 26th June Please pray for St Mark's

Sunday 27th June

All the month

Centenary event. Each group that uses the
church has been invited to do a flower
arrangement around a particular Bible story.
The church will be open and local gardens will
also be open. We pray for generosity of heart
that many will recognise St. Mark's as their
parish church and give generously in the Gift
Day Collection, enabling St Mark’s to further the
work of the church in this part of his kingdom.

Please pray for all at St John the Baptist, Purley

Please pray for St. Mark's and St. Swithun's, for
guidance on the way forward with the new
discipleship course, continuing the Youth Alpha,
and how to engage with the youngsters moving
on from that.
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Editors Corner - Fabio Capello and the World Cup

This competition will be in full swing very soon so a few comments
from your ill-informed and opinionated editor are in order.

We seem to have a very classy manager who requires respect and
very hard work from his players. He praises only when he feels it is
deserved and seems to have an assertive way of dealing with
hangers on.

Can our Lionish boys play with steely determination?

Can they show the best skill with the ball?

Can they play together as a team and avoid diving to feign
injury?

Can they be sporting in winning and defeat?

| fear some other nations may be unable to play a sportsmanlike
game, but | hope we can do better than that. | have noticed that
Fabio has shown resolve and skill, and has avoided pandering to our
young players. Here at the press in Purley we praise the manager,
and wish our young lions the luck and fortitude to play the beautiful
game as well as it can be done.

Here's to the supporters as well!!

Ed
2¢



2nd June
9.30 a.m.

6th June

10.30 a.m.

9th June
9.30 a.m.

13th June
8.00 a.m.

10.30 a.m.

3.00 p.m.

16th June
9.30 a.m.

20th June

10.30 a.m.

23rd June
9.30 a.m.

27th June
8.00 a.m.

10.30 a.m.

St. Swithun’s Church Calendar

(Wednesday)

Mid-week Communion Rev'd Frany Long

Second Sunday of Trinity

Rev'd Vickie Sims
or Rev'd Teresa Munro

Sung Communion

(Wednesday)

Mid-week Communion Rev'd Frany Long

Third Sunday of Trinity

Said Communion Rev'd Frany Long
Morning Praise Rev'd Frany Long
Baptism of Alexis Mary Barter-Forbes
Rev'd Frany Long
(Wednesday)

Mid-week Communion Rev'd Frany Long

Fathers’ Day

Sung Communion Ven Ken Gibbons

(Wednesday)

Mid-week Communion Rev'd Dawn Rowland

Fifth Sundayof Trinity

Said Communion
Morning Praise with Baptisms

Rev'd Frany Long
Rev'd Frany Long
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30th June (Wednesday)

9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev'd Frany Long
4th July Sixth Sunday of Trinity
10.30 a.m.  Sung Communion Canon Simon Butler

Christian Aid Week

Collectors from St Swithun’s together gathered in a total of £1526
during Christian Aid week this year. That is nearly £120 more than
last year, which is an excellent result in the current financial situation.
Thanks are due to all who gave up their valuable time to go knocking
on doors for this important cause.

Hazel Collis

Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Appeal

Donations made to the Lent Appeal this year totalled £250.50. Of
this, £225.50 was Gift Aided, and the income tax recoverable
(£63.60) brings the total we shall be contributing up to £314.10. A
little disappointing when compared with last year's record figure of
£476.52, but a good response nevertheless. A big thank you to all
who contributed, and in particular to all who completed the Gift Aid
details.

Robert Page
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