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The Vicarage August 2018 
2 Church Road Vol. 48, No. 7 
Purley,  CR8  3QQ 
 
 
Dear Friends 

As I write this I am looking forward to getting away for my break.  
Summer sunshine gives us an opportunity to go out and visit other 
churches, warmer than in the winter months and, with the stronger 
daylight, offering a better viewing of stained glass windows.  I know I 
will spend some of my time visiting Breton churches I have not 
discovered yet and revisiting some that I know already - like Notre-
Dame-de-Bon-Secours in Guingamp; or St Yves in Belle-Isle-en-Terre;  
and also the Chapelle des Sept Saints. 

We are very fortunate to have some significant stained-glass windows 
in both of our churches.  I feel very privileged that each Sunday at St 
Mark’s I can look up at the stunning Pentecost widow, while during 
morning prayer on Tuesdays and Fridays I am able to gaze at the 
windows around the Lady Chapel altar.  The modern stained glass 
windows in St Swithun’s are equally stunning and inspiring and have 
been used to form the logo for our united benefice.  

As stunning as our windows are, some of you may not know that not 
far away - just over the border into Kent - is the church of All Saints, 
Tudeley with its Chagal windows.  This is a must to go and see, and 
only a short drive away.  (There is an article about these windows 
elsewhere in this edition of the magazine.)  

All these coloured icons add beauty and interest to our churches, 
depicting Biblical narratives and saintly souls.  These windows, these 
glass-paned picture books, first provided instruction for the Christian 
way of faith in an age when many could neither read nor write.  They 
shine out in reds and blues, greens and gold, illuminated by the 
daytime sunlight and by candlelight or electricity when night falls.  The 
varied colours tell their story: blue for faith and white for purity; green 
for hope and purple for kingship; red for the martyrs’ blood. 

As we gaze, the lessons of Scripture are inscribed upon our memories.  
We revere the Saints for their example of courage in the face of 
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persecution, their faithfulness in times of temptation.  Such is their 
charisma that we might forget that even Saints begin their lives as 
helpless babes, equally vulnerable and with the same need for love 
and nurture as you or me.  Some of them seem to have attained saintly 
status despite, rather than because of, their worldly achievements.  

Think of Mary Magdalene, St Peter and St Paul: one a fallen woman, 
one who denied Christ, and another a persecutor of Christians. 

But it wasn’t human accomplishment that immortalised the Saints in 
glass, but their response of faith, unconditionally given, and mirroring 
the unreserved love God showed in meeting them where they were.  
In the same way, he reveals himself to us, no strings attached, to 
awaken in us that same unconditional self-offering as when he sent his 
Son to die for us, so that we could live for him.  God’s revelation of 
himself will never be fully understood this side of eternity, for like our 
vision through stained glass, our understanding is incomplete.  

In our stained glass windows we are given the pattern of the Saints 
and the teaching of the Scriptures, to encourage us to continue our 
pilgrimage, steadfast in faith, firm in hope and generous in love, until 
we arrive in the heavenly kingdom, where God will no longer be 
revealed “through a glass darkly, but face to face.” (I Cor. 13; 12) 

Rev’d Fiona 

 

 

Cradle Roll 
 
We remember especially in our prayers the following children, on the 
anniversaries of their baptisms this month. 
 
 Nathan George Summers  5th September (2004) 
 Bella Rose Burgess 7th September (2013) 
 Thomas James McNally 8th September (2002) 
 Florence Lily Jane Townend 9th September (2001) 
 Heather Elizabeth Simon 12th September (2004) 
 Shay Rose Louise Oliver 16th September (2001) 
 Katherine Mary Chapman 19th September (2004) 
 Elliot Pearce 21st September (2013) 
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A talk on EAPPI’s work in Hebron  
St Mark’s,   7 p.m.,   6th October  

 
Bishop Jonathan recently contacted the clergy, encouraging us to 
invite Miles Gelgard to speak about his time in the Holy Land. 

I jumped in immediately!  The talk will be about what Miles witnessed 
during three months in Hebron, where he was sent by the Ecumenical 
Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI).  

EAPPI was founded in 2002, under the auspices of the World Council 
of Churches, in response to requests for help from the heads of the 
churches in Jerusalem.  

His role, as an Ecumenical Accompanier, was to monitor and report on 
violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, to offer 
protection through nonviolent presence, to support Israeli and 
Palestinian peace activists, and to bear witness to what he observed 
in the Holy Land. 

Miles was based in Hebron, which is the most intensely conflicted 
place in the West Bank.  The talk will have a short introduction giving 
some historical context, then most will be about the realities of life there 
for ordinary Palestinians, with reference to international humanitarian 
law.  

He will also speak about some of the outstanding Israeli peace 
activists, which is particularly topical at the moment in view of what is 
happening there.  

Miles currently lives in Kenya, where he is a trustee of "Save The 
Elephants", and an adviser to "Hand in Hand International", which is a 
charity focused primarily on women's empowerment and job creation 
in Africa and India.  He is also active with a church-supported charity 
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called "iAfrika" which helps very young children who have been living 
on the streets of Nairobi’s slums.  He used to live near Oxted. 

In addition to the Holy Land discussion he would be delighted to talk 
about the conservation and humanitarian charities in Kenya. 

The talk will last about 30 minutes.  It will be supported by photos, and 
followed by a time for questions and discussion. 

Middle-eastern snacks, and cheese and wine will be served. 

Please sign up at the back of church.  Tickets £5 

Rev’d Fiona 
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Seeking Stillness  -  Summer 2018 
 
 

Saturday 15th September: 2 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

at St Swithun’s Church 

(Note change of venue!) 

 

 

 

Autumn Stillness 

Time to relish stillness and colour in the season of Autumn. 

Led by Jane Hoskins 

 

Seeking Stillness offers an opportunity to step aside from the 
busyness of everyday.  There will be some input, time for personal 

prayer and reflection, tea, coffee and creative space 

 
It’s really helpful to know if you’re coming!  So for further 

information and to book your place, please email 
j.hoskins233@btinternet.com or ring 07398 290 969 
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Important Dates 
for Your Diary 

 
 

 
 
Saturday 
15th September Seeking Stillness  -  Autumn Stilness 

Meditation led by Jane Hoskins  2 – 5 p.m.  
at St Swithun’s Church.  See page 8. 

also 
Churches Together in Purley and Kenley Quiz 
Night, in aid of Christians Against Poverty 
6.30 for 7 p.m. at Christ Church,  Brighton 
Road,  Purley.  See page 5. 

 
 
Wednesday 
19th September Explore the Bible  -  the first of a series of six 

talks by Rev’d Paul Roberts that will explore the 
Bible from beginning to end. 
7 for 7.30 p.m. at St John’s Church,  Canons 
Hill,  Old Coulsdon.  See page 12 

 
 
Sunday 
30th September Harvest Festival at St Swithun’s, with a Bring 

and Share Lunch following the 11 a.m. service. 
 
 
Saturday  
6th October A talk by Miles Gelgard about his time in the 

Holy Land as an Observer for the Ecumenical 
Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and 
Israel (EAPPI)  -  7 p.m. at St Mark’s Church,  
Church Road,  Purley.  See pages 6 & 7. 
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The Bishop of Kingston writes… 

 

 

So many issues in life focus around our sense of identity, meaning and 
purpose.  And there is plenty going on at the moment which brings all 
that into very sharp relief. 

In the world of sport, whether you loved or loathed the saturation 
coverage of the World Cup, it was difficult to avoid the profound and 
passionate identification of supporters with their particular national 
team.   Whilst the tournament was running there seemed to be 
relatively little comment on the underlying and complex political 
framework within which the World Cup was taking place.  It may be 
that people simply wanted a bit of light relief from the many deep and 
anxiety-producing political issues we now face. 

Many of those political issues also focus around our sense of identity, 
meaning and purpose, whether expressed through the interminable 
debates over Brexit, convoluted immigration policies, or the rise of 
nationalist, populist governments in many parts of the world - not least 
in America with the “America first” approach.  It is sometimes said we 
divide into being “somewhere people” - whose identity is clearly linked 
to a particular place - and “anywhere people” - who are at ease in many 
different contexts.  I suspect most of us are a bit of both, in varying 
degrees. 

Many ethical issues also contain big questions about human identity, 
meaning and purpose - ranging from the debates over the impact of 
artificial intelligence and trans-humanism to the long-running and 
deeply divisive question of attitudes to human sexuality concerning 
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which the current teaching document being developed in the Church 
of England has the title “Living in faith and love.” 

Underlying all of these is our understanding of what it means to be 
human, and of our place in the world and the cosmos.  Dr Yuval Harari, 
professor of history at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, has written 
two bestselling books entitled Sapiens and Homo Deus.  His basic 
approach is that any meaning we might attribute to our human 
existence is simply a product of the human imagination.  As the 21st 
century progresses, developments in the biological sciences and 
computer science will place more and more emphasis on the 
development of homo sapiens into what he calls homo deus, via an 
upgrading through biological, cyborg and non-organic engineering. 
However fanciful that might sound, it does present a challenge to those 
of the Christian faith who have a very different understanding of human 
identity, meaning and purpose. 

Bishop Michael Curry’s recent sermon for the Royal wedding, which 
focused on the transformative power of love, spoke in many ways of 
that Christian understanding.  In the 17th century, the French 
philosopher Descartes famously said, “I think, therefore I am”.  The 
Christian way of expressing the heart of human identity, meaning and 
purpose would be to say “I love therefore I am”, or even better, “God 
loves me, therefore I am”.  In short, we are created by Love, and for 
love, and it is this which sits at the heart of the Christian view of our 
identity, meaning and purpose. 

Over the summer months, in the midst of so many anxiety-inducing 
headlines, it is well worth reflecting on and praying about how we both 
articulate and live out that deep and rich Christian understanding of our 
identity, meaning, and purpose at every level of our lives.  As Jesus 
said of his disciples, “I have come that they may have life, and may 
have it in all its fullness”.  Or, in the Bible’s most famous verse, “God 
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish, but have eternal life.” 

+Richard Kingston 
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Marc Chagall and All Saints Church, Tudeley 

 

Recently I made a return visit to one of my favourite churches.  My first 
visit to this church, in Tudeley in Kent, was way back in the early 
1980’s.  The Stepney area of the Diocese of London owns a small 
retreat house in the nearby village of Five Oak Green, called Hoppers.  
(The History of Hoppers Hospital is another article for a future 
magazine!)  I stayed at ‘Hoppers’ many times over the years.  Each 
time there was always a visit to Tudeley.  Hoppers and Tudeley are 
significant places in my journey of faith, spirituality and ministry.  I 
encourage you all to visit Tudeley and discover this hidden gem for 
yourselves.  

(the following text is taken from 
the parish website) 

The east window at Tudeley is a 
memorial tribute to Sarah 
d'Avigdor-Goldsmid, who died 
aged just 21 in a sailing accident 
off Rye.  Sarah was the daughter 
of Sir Henry and Lady d'Avigdor-
Goldsmid; the family then lived at 
the fine Jacobean house 
Somerhill (now a school) which is 
situated nearby. 

In commemorating the daughter 
of a Jewish father and an 
Anglican mother, Chagall was an 
inspired choice.  He was a 
Russian Jew, but one who often 
included Christ in his work, and 
who spoke of him as "the radiant 
young man in whom young 
people delight".   

Initially reluctant to take on the commission, Chagall was eventually 
persuaded – and when in 1967 he arrived for the installation of the east 
window and saw the church (for the first time), he said, 'It's magnificent.  
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I will do them all’.  Over the next fifteen years, Chagall designed all the 
remaining eleven windows, collaborating as usual with glassworker 
Charles Marq of Reims.  The chancel windows were finally installed in 
1985, the year of Chagall's death at the age of 98. 

Chagall was inspired by Psalm 8, in particular verses 4-8: 

"What is man that you are mindful of 
him, the son of man that you care for 
him?  You made him a little lower than 
the heavenly beings and crowned him 
with glory and honour.  You made him 
ruler over the works of your hands; you 
put everything under his feet: all flocks 
and herds, and the beasts of the field, 
the birds of the air, and the fish of the 
sea, all that swim the paths of the 
seas." 

The only other Chagall glass in Britain 
is a window at Chichester Cathedral, 
which is based on the theme of Psalm 
150: 'Let everything that hath breath 
praise the Lord'.   

Dr Jonathan Sacks, then Chief 
Rabbi, in his preface to Chagall 
Glass at Chichester and Tudeley 
wrote:  

"The concept that Art can add 
spirituality is something that goes to 
the core of all religions...[Marc 
Chagall's stained glass] can but 
serve to enhance the spirituality of 
the beautiful surroundings in which 
they are placed, advance the fervour 
with which the Almighty is 
worshipped, and increase the 
devotion of those coming under the 
inspiration of Chagall's divinely-
inspired talent."  
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The windows are not the only reason to visit Tudeley!  There has been 
a church there since the beginning of the seventh century.  It is also 
mentioned in the Domesday Book under Tivedale - one of its many 
name variants. 

 

The altar frontal for Ordinary Time was a community project, bringing 
together differing people in the parish and beyond, a venture from 
which all benefited, especially through getting to know and love our 
neighbours.  "The text draws equally on the Jewish and Christian 
background (Chagall, of course, was Jewish). The text is the Jewish 
call to prayer, the Shema (“hear”).  

Rev’d Fiona 

 

Christian Aid Week  -  Final Tally 
 
 
The total amount raised by St Swithun’s for Christian Aid Week was 
£705.22. 
 
The door-to-door collections raised £512, and the Tea Party added a 
further £193.22 
 
Thanks to all who collected, helped out with the Tea Party, and/or 
contributed to this amazing charity. 
 

Evangeline Alli 
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Hearing and Understanding 

 

The following is taken from the sermon given by Rev’d Fiona on 
Sunday 12th August.  The epistle and Gospel for the day were 
Ephesians 4, 25–32; and John 6, 35 & 41-51. 

When my brother and I were growing up, we would sit with my dad to 
watch shows like Monty Python, and we would laugh so much together 
- often to the point of tears.  

When I watch them now, I still laugh.  Now, however, I have some idea 
of how many jokes I missed as a child, because I saw and heard on a 
different level.  As child, I laughed at the visual jokes and the literal, 
obvious ones.  As an adult, I laugh with the play on words, the double 
entendres, the puns: the next level of understanding. 

I am sure we all have similar anecdotes from when we have read or 
seen something for the first time, engage with it and think we know 
what it is all about.  Then come back to it later and see it again with 
new eyes and deeper understanding. 

The bible is no different. 

For the third week running, this week’s text is about bread and manna 
from heaven.  This week the proclamation Jesus made that he is the 
Bread of Life is reinforced: “I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes to 
me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty.” 

It’s all about levels of hearing and understanding.  It’s all about the gut 
level versus a deeper, perhaps more cerebral and spiritual level. 

Jesus knows that his audience are only understanding his message on 
a gut level: the crowd is only seeing a miracle worker who can fulfil 
their needs.  A genie in a bottle - a Messiah to make all things right for 
them.  Their praise of Jesus is still wilful, calculating and self-serving.  
No one in this large crowd is talking about commitment or discipleship.  
They are not after what they can do for God; they are after what God 
can do for them. 
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When Jesus says that he is ‘the true bread which comes down from 
heaven,’ it is easy for us to jump right to Eucharistic imagery, because 
that is what we do every Sunday.  

But that would be level three and Jesus isn’t there yet with his message 
to the people.  

At level one, bread is bread. 

At level two, where we are in today’s reading, bread is the Word of 
God.  

Do you remember back to the very beginning of John’s Gospel, the 
Prologue, where he writes,  “In the beginning was the Word and the 
Word was with God and the Word was God.” 

That’s what John means – that Jesus is the very expression of God in 
the world, the wisdom of God come to dwell among us.  

Jesus is the life-giving Logos, or Word of God.  What stands out is a 
call to Christ-like behaviour that is lived in the daily routines of our lives. 

As we celebrate God’s goodness, we are called to reflect and imitate 
that goodness in Christ-like grace, compassion, gentleness, and 
honesty.  We are called to resist evil, but to love those who oppose us, 
even to the point of grieving their demise.  

This is not just living “what comes naturally”: it is a challenge to 
embrace forgiveness, love and honesty in a radical, counter-cultural 
way, and in so doing to allow God’s life to flow through us to touch and 
restore our neighbours, our communities and our world.  The simple 
challenge of this week is to believe that choosing to live each day like 
Christ – the Bread of Life – can have positive consequences for our 
world.  

It doesn’t take much thinking to recognise the benefits of living as Paul 
describes in his letter to the Ephesians - how to live as true followers 
of Christ.  He encourages them to be honest with one another, to speak 
to one another in edifying ways, and to avoid anger, shouting and 
slander, choosing instead the way of forgiveness and compassion.    

What we might not always realise, though, is that it is when we live like 
this that we make a positive impact on the world.  
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This is level three - being fed by and following the Bread of Life, we are 
called to live in ways that bring life to our families, friends, neighbours, 
strangers, and even enemies, we become little “breads of life” to our 
world.  

As we live in ways that extend Christ’s invitation to others, so they 
begin to find life and compassion, forgiveness and restoration through 
us - and ultimately through them to others. 

And it starts with the small things - like being honest, speaking 
graciously, and being quick to forgive.  

As these simple daily acts become the habits by which we live, we find 
ourselves growing to the point where love for our enemies, even to the 
extent of grief at their suffering, becomes a regular feature of our lives 
as well.  

This Christ-likeness, lived out daily, then contributes to the 
compassion, integrity and healing of our small section of the world, and 
becomes like a pebble dropped in a pond, spreading ripples out into 
the world.  It’s rather like Gandhi suggested: we become the change 
we want to see.  

So part of our commitment, as Christians, is to steep ourselves in the 
Word and wisdom of God, and to help teach others the wisdom of God, 
the Word of God, as expressed and lived out in the life of Christ.  We 
are to do this through the example of how we behave and live our lives 

"Live a life of love," Paul tells the Ephesians (Ephesians 5, 1&2).  When 
we live in love, he says, we imitate the character of God.  We fulfil our 
human destiny.  We are all "created to be like God," he says, and when 
we live in love we become nothing less than "imitators of God." 

So, "live a life of love.” 

Amen 
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History Notes  -  The Assyrians 
 
 
This month we move on to the Assyrians at the peak of their power.  
As well as a short history, I plan to describe three of the kings who offer 
a picture of the nature of this remarkable empire. 
 
Assyria is the area in the north part of the Tigris and Euphrates basin. 
The land was founded by Shem, the son of Noah (according to biblical 
tradition) and was ruled by Sumerians and Akkadians in its early years.  
It achieved nation status around 2000 BC.  The capital city was Assur, 
and trading into Anatolia with the Hittites was extant from early times.   
 
Assur came under the rule of Babylon after numerous wars with the 
Hurrians from Syria and the Hittites from Anatolia.  But by 1500 BC 
Assyria was becoming the dominant power in the area.  Wars between 
the Hurrians, the Kassites and the Babylonians followed, and a period 
called the dark ages ensued from 1200 and 900 BC when very little 
record exists.  The classic period of neo-Assyria lasted from 911 until 
602 BC. 
 
Assyrian succession was the source much instability.  The king had 
many children, and often several wives.  As a result he was likely to 
name a favoured son as his heir.  Getting the other sons to swear 
loyalty to the chosen one did not create a smooth succession!  Civil 
wars were frequent and most often the succession was accompanied 
by a few years of warfare.  The result was that a strong man became 
the new king, which may account for the long lived dynasties.  
However, many kings were assassinated over the years. 
 
The Royal Mail.    Around about 700 BC the Assyrian king set up a 
system of roads to carry the royal mail to all the ends of his large 
empire.  One day’s journey was 30 kilometres.  
 
Tiglath-pileser III  -  744 to 727 BC 
 
Tiglath-pileser was a military king.  Two kings with the same name 
predate from earlier centuries.  Assyria was surrounded by enemies 
when he ascended the throne.  Off he went to war to establish his 
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kingdom’s security.  First he went south and defeated the Babylonians, 
re-establishing the silk road (the east-west trading route from Anatolia 
to Persia and beyond). 
 
Then in 743 BC he led his armies to the west and engaged the Neo-
Hittites from Anatolia and the Urartians from Syria, thereby extending 
his rule to the Mediterranean coast.  He invaded Israel in 732 BC, 
dividing the country into two provinces - Samaria and Meggiddo.  He 
also recovered the Zagros mountains in the southeast from the 
Elamites.  He turned his army professional and put them on the state 
payroll.  This enabled him to keep his huge empire in order.  By the 
end of his reign he had united the crowns of Babylon and Assyria. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Above left:  Tiglath-pileser III, a stone panel from his 
palace at Nineveh. 
 
Above right:  Archers in Tiglath-pileser’s army, from 
one of many reliefs that record his conquests. 
 
Left:  A fragment of an enamelled terracotta tile 
showing two men walking, from Nineveh 
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Sennacherib  -  704 to 681 BC 
 
Sennacherib was the great-nephew of Tiglath-pileser, and inherited a 
huge empire with a well-trained army.   
 
He did his share of war-mongering, taking his armies to Israel and 
Egypt.  He was probably defeated, but the biblical record has him 
attacking Hezekiah in Jerusalem.  He was superstitious and he 
believed his father had committed some crime to upset the gods.  He 
moved his capital to Nineveh and could afford to turn his attention to 
building and engineering works.  He developed Nineveh, which lies 
under the city of Mosul in Iraq (about 280 km. north of 
Babylon/Baghdad).  It occupied about twice the area of Mosul.  
Nineveh was the principal home of the cult of the Goddess Ishtar. 
 
Sennacherib provided the people of Nineveh with enough to eat and 
drink by building extensive waterworks.  Canals, aqueducts and 
reservoirs watered 
vegetable gardens, 
orchards and game 
parks as well as 
providing domestic 
supplies.  This work was 
done between 702 and 
688 BC.  One of his 
reservoirs is used to this 
day.  Palaces and all the 
buildings for a royal city 

were built and it was a 
true wonder of its time. 
 
Above:  A dam about 13 
km. upstream of Nineveh, 
part of Sennacherib’s 
canal system. 
 
Right:  Scribes count the 
dead after a battle - a 
relief from Sennacherib’s 
palace in Nineveh. 
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Ashurbanipal  -  668 to 627 BC 
 
Here is a scholar, librarian and artist.  His father Esarhaddon had 
divided his kingdom into two, and our hero’s brother was given 
Babylon.  The two were meant to rule separately but as equals.  This 
was a recipe for disaster!   
 
The Elamites from southern Persia, the old enemy of the Assyrians, 
were only too delighted to look for an advantage for themselves.  A 
treaty between the Babylonians and the Elamites followed.  Naturally 
a war developed between the Assyrians and the Babylonians.  The 
Assyrians won and sacked and burned Babylon in 648 BC. 
 
Ashurbanipal was not a natural soldier, but he had a fine army and 
while he was at home in Nineveh the army fought his battles, for which 
naturally he took the credit. 
 
His gifts lay elsewhere.  He was a scholar and was literate, being able 
to read not only his own language but also ancient Sumerian and 
Akkadian.  He was numerate and understood the maths of the day, 
which was well advanced.  He collected books.  These were clay 
tablets, papyrus scrolls and waxed writing boards in Nineveh.  He had 

scribes to copy 
manuscripts.  His library 
rivalled that of 
Alexandria.  When 
Nineveh was in its turn 
sacked and burned 
down the clay tablets 
survived, unlike the 
complete destruction of 
the library in Alexandria. 
 
This detail of a hunting 
scene, dated to 645 BC and 
found at Nineveh, shows 
one aspect of life at that 
time. 
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Two more reliefs from Nineveh - on the left, Ashurbanipal’s troops storming a 
city, and on the right, King Ashurbanipal riding in his chariot. 
 

The Fall of Assyria 
 
Three great powers are involved in the demise of Assyria.  The Medes 
from Elam, which is in the area of South Persia; the Babylonians (the 
old enemy); and the Egyptians, who adopted an opportunistic role.  
There is no doubt an alliance had been struck between Elam and 
Babylon.  Babylon was effectively independent and pressed the attack 
onto Nineveh in 614 BC.  In 612 BC the Medes had also attacked.  
Nineveh was sacked and burned with great loss of life.  The Egyptians 
and the Israelites joined in.  They got nowhere, as the alliance of the 
Medes and Babylonians was too powerful.  This left the Babylonians 
as rulers in the delta with the tacit consent of their allies the Medes. 

Jenny Page 
 
A hollow octagonal clay prism, 
covered in minute cuneiform 
script and dating from the late 8th 
century BC. Placed in the 
foundations of buildings, these 
contain records of key events. 
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House Group and Study Group News 

 

A new group has been formed at St Mark’s.  It is called Simple Pilgrim, 
and meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 234 Foresters 
Drive.  Currently there are six members of the group.  For further 
information contact Terry Cairns on 020 8763 8454 

New Members 

N.B.  All House Groups are open to the members of either 
congregation.  The description of a group as ‘St Mark’s’ or ‘St 
Swithun’s’ merely indicates the origin of the group and, for the time 
being at least, the affiliation of most of its members.  Cross-fertilisation 
is, however, encouraged! 

The Thursday Group (St Swithun’s) has added one new member. 

Hope Group (St Mark’s) has added two new members. 

Group-led Sunday Service 

Hope Group will be responsible for the ‘lay’ parts of the 9.15 a.m. 
service at St Mark’s on Sunday 9th December. 

Study Groups in Creationtide 

Ian Robinson has researched the study group course, which will run 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays through the month of October.  The 
four-session course has the theme of Creation and is called ‘Tenants 
of the King’. 

Both congregations will be able to sign up to the course from the 
beginning of September. 

Richard Gunning 
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Editor’s Corner  -  Flowers 
 
When I look out of my window I see a garden filled with plants, so 
lovingly tended by Robert.  Similarly at St Swithun’s, where the 
gardening group meet regularly to care for the grounds – a challenging 
task, given the steepness of much of the site.  Snowdrops and daffodils 
make early appearances each year, followed by tulips and irises.  As 
the year progresses the roses open their buds.  
 

  
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      
As the poet Dorothy Gurney wrote:  ‘ 

 

The kiss of the sun for pardon,  

     The song of the birds for mirth,  

You are nearer God’s heart in a garden 

     Than anywhere else on earth.   
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St. Swithun’s Church Calendar 
 

Services at St Mark’s in italics 

 
 
26th August Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

 8 a.m. Said Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
   pr: Richard Gunning 
 9.15 a.m. Sung Communion, at St Mark’s                  ” 

 11 a.m. Morning Praise                ” 

 
29th August (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer  

 
1st September (Saturday) 
 

 10 a.m. Messy Church, in the Carter Room 

 
2nd September Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

 8 a.m. Said Communion, at St Mark’s Rev’d Esther Foss 
 9.15 a.m. Sung Communion, at St Mark’s                 ” 

 11 a.m. Sung Communion Rev’d Justine Middlemiss 

 
5th September (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer  

 
9th September Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

 8 a.m. Said Communion Rev’d Esther Foss 
 9.15 a.m. Sung Communion, at St Mark’s Rev’d Martin Greenfield 

 11 a.m. Morning Praise Joyce Joko-John 

 
12th September (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer  
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16th September Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

 8 a.m. Said Communion, at St Mark’s Rev’d Paul Roberts 
 9.15 a.m. Sung Communion, at St Mark’s                 ” 

 11 a.m. Sung Communion Rev’d Grant Cohen 

 
19th September (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion  Rev’d Fiona Weaver 

 
23rd September Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

 8 a.m. Said Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
 9.15 a.m. Sung Communion, at St Mark’s                  ” 

 11 a.m. Morning Praise                ” 

 
26th September (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 

 
30th September Harvest Festival (18th S. after Trinity) 
 

 8 a.m. Said Communion, at St Mark’s Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
 9.15 a.m. Sung Communion, at St Mark’s               ” 

 11 a.m. Sung Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 

 
3rd October (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 

 
6th October (Saturday) 
 

 10 a.m. Messy Church, in the Carter Room 

 
7th October Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

 8 a.m. Said Communion, at St Mark’s Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
 9.15 a.m. Sung Communion, at St Mark’s                 ” 

 11 a.m. Sung Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 

 
10th October (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
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When buying from our advertisers, 
please mention this magazine 
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This space (or larger) is 
available for your 

advertisement. 
 

         *   *   *   *    *   *   *   *   * 
Please apply to: 
 

Robert Page 
 

Telephone  -   020 8660 1026 
 

or e-mail  -  
robertandjenny@btinternet.com 

 

Full page - £75     1/2 page - £45 
1/4 page - £25 

for one year (11 issues).   
 

(The magazine is also on our website 
www.stswithuns.org/magazine.html) 

  

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 
 

• Professional service, fully insured 

• Over 12 years’ experience 

• Free estimates and advice 

• Registered member of 

checkatrade.com 
 

CREST CLEANING 
 

pfhamer@hotmail.com  

020 8407 

5274 

07771 863519 

 

“Recommended, vetted & monitored 

local trades and services” 
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FALMOUTH,  CORNWALL 
 

Holiday Flat with 1 double and 1 twin 

bedroom, parking space for two cars. 

 

5 mins. Walk from beaches, seafront 

and Pendennis Castle. 

15 mins. Walk to town and shops 

Ideal for families with children. 

 

*** 

 

Available all year round. 

 

Further details from 

 

Jeanette Abdey 

Telephone: 020 8668 5904 
 

 
 

Ceren’s Beauty Treatment 
 

   
 

I provide a mobile service in the 
comfort of your home, including 

Facial Treatments, Waxing, 
Eyebrows and Nails 

 

Sample prices: 
 

Waxing:  Upper Lip or Chin - £3;   Hand or 
                 Half Leg - £10;   Full Leg - £18 
 

Facials:   £20 - £35;    Threading - £2 to £10 
 

Nails:      Manicure - £10;   Pedicure - £15 
 

Eyebrow or eyelash tint - £6;      Eyelash 
extension - £10    (semi-permanent - £40) 
 

Call Ms Ceren Tanis on 07539 343 479 
to make an appointment 
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PARISH DIRECTORY (continued) 
 
 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Bible Reading Fellowship Hazel Collis 01737 553446 
 

Christian Aid Rep. Evangeline Alli 020 8668 1926 
 

Church Flowers Team Jill Bingham 01737 244 512 
 

Ladies’ Circle Jill Bingham 01737 244 512 
 

Table Tennis Club Ivor Hewitt 020 8660 6907 
Mondays (except 2nd Monday of each month), 8 to 10 p.m. in the Church Hall 

 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If for any reason you feel in urgent need of prayer support, please 
telephone John or Elaine Chilvers (020 8668 4358).   Members of the 

Prayer Chain will be alerted at once. 
 
 
 

CHURCH HALL 
 

Hall Bookings Doreen McCollin 07754 569 564 
 or e-mail:   saintswithuns.hall@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

BROAD MEMORIAL PAVING STONES 

 

For information, please contact Anne Rourke, 020 8660 5132 
 
 

We would like to keep the Directory as accurate as possible.     Will 
those whose names appear in it please let the Editor know of any 

changes in the details given.    Thank you. 
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SERVICES AT ST. SWITHUN’S 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

8 a.m. Said Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays of each month 
 

 ( Sung Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 
11 a.m. (   
 ( Morning Praise 2nd & 4th Sundays 
 

Join us for tea or coffee after the 11 a.m. service 

 
MESSY CHURCH 

 

Fun church with art/craft/songs and food.  For Children up to 11yrs 
accompanied by parent(s) or carer.   First Saturday of each month, 
10 a.m. to 12 noon in the Carter Room. 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
 

9.30 a.m. Said Communion Every Wednesday 
 
Extra services are arranged for Christian Festivals.    Details will be 
advertised on our website (www.stswithuns.org), in the magazine, on 
the notice boards and in the weekly notice sheets. 

 
 

WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS & FUNERALS 
 

By arrangement.  Please contact Rev’d Fiona Weaver (020 8668 0063) 
_______________________________________ 

 
PARISH MAGAZINE 

 

Editor Jenny Page robertandjenny@btinternet.com 
  020 8660 1026 
 

Advertising  Robert Page as for Editor 
 

Distribution Valerie Purcell 020 8668 5013 
 

Deadline for delivery of copy to the Editor for the 
October 2018 issue is Monday, 24th September. 


