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Dear Friends

With Easter over and the Annual Parochial Church Meetings behind
us | hope that | have now entered into quieter waters for a while.
There is still much for me to learn and many people still to meet but |
am working through the lists and thanks to your patience and support
| am enjoying the work.



Thankfully I am an organised person; frankly | don’t think this job
would be possible if | wasn't. My day begins early with a cup of tea
and a look at the paper whilst normally the rest of the house is still
asleep. But | have to say that it's begun to have a rather negative
effect on the start of my day as the paper always seems to be filled
with negativity; it's all doom and gloom with very little positive
reporting. Nothing changed then, | hear you say. As the banks fight
to raise bhillions to secure finances and the effects of the credit crunch
crisis loom ever closer the news is not good. Abroad the situation
isn't a lot better with Obama and Clinton fighting it out on the
campaign trail, the mounting controversy surrounding the Beijing
Olympics and Mugabe mobs unleashing new terror campaigns.
Dark clouds are all around.

In the light of these major issues it might seem a small and
insignificant detail, but | was saddened to read the other day about
the demise of the cable-knit cricket jumper in favour of a high tech,
‘clima-cool’ option! Now | know that in the grand scheme of things
this is relatively unimportant, even though it did make the front page
of the Telegraph, but it highlights the sad demise of yet another
British tradition. All too quickly traditions are disappearing,
undervalued and in many cases no longer seeming to be relevant in
our high tech, high speed society.

However there is a saying “What goes around comes around’ and
whilst the return of the hand knitted cricket jumper will probably never
happen, there are other traditions that have had a resurgence in
popularity and appeal. For example, because of the need for saving
money on the weekly shop coupled with a general increase in our
interest in the freshness and content of our food, vegetable gardens
and allotments are very much sought after and seed suppliers are
enjoying a dramatic increase in sales.

Traditions, of course, also play a major part within the church and,
whilst | would be the first to welcome new and innovative ideas as
ways of encouraging new members to explore their understanding of
faith, | would also be wary of discarding too quickly those things that
lie at the very heart of the Anglican Tradition. Once laid aside they
are seldom resurrected. Liturgical tradition and choreography within
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worship have always been topics of much debate, but | believe that it
Is vital to respect the old within the context of the present day, to hold
the two in balance. Tradition in the church setting offers comfort by
providing structures which enable us to process both the difficult and
painful and the celebratory times in our life. For example a funeral
service offers a formal way through the process of letting go, one that
without the structure would be far more traumatic.

This month, as the church celebrates Ascension Day on 1st May, we
remember when Jesus returned to his Father, and on that day there
will be a special Eucharist at St. Mark’s. Sadly in many churches
this is often incorporated into the main Sunday service, but it is |
believe a significant event that warrants a celebration of its own. As
| said earlier, it is possible for the old to stand alongside the new, and
at St. Mark’s it is now the tradition to let off a large rocket after the
service, a symbolic gesture of Jesus going up to heaven.

Another tradition that seems to be dying out is that of Evensong, the
quiet service of readings and prayer. Many churches have
altogether abandoned it whilst others have developed new evening
programmes where evensong appears on a three-monthly cycle.
Evensong is said at St. Marks every Sunday at 6 p.m. It begins with
a CD of beautiful cathedral music and hymns, which also helps to
lead us in singing during the service. There is a short address or
meditation on most Sundays and the whole service has a gentle
pace. Atthe moment there is a regular congregation of around six or
seven and because we are so few we sit in the choir, but it would be
good if more people could join us. Evensong offers a quiet and
reflective end to what is so often a busy day; it offers within its
structure a time to stop and draw breath.

So when you hear the bell ringing at just before six, be assured that
people are praying. Why not think about coming along and joining
us and keeping this valuable tradition alive?

With every blessing
Frany



Christian Aid News

By the time you read this, Christian Aid week will be upon us. Those
who are collectors should have received their pack of envelopes, call
back slips, guide to collecting, and a prayer-card cum postcard to
send.

There are plenty of these last so take as many as you need. Pray
for the success of Christian Aid Week this year. The more sackloads
of mail which arrive at 10 Downing Street demanding more action on
Climate Change, the more impact they will make. So please SEND
A CARD TO THE PRIME MINISTER.

Some acquaintances | heard today doubting the reality of climate
change had obviously not seen the pictures of receding glaciers in
the film ‘An Inconvenient Truth’!

The following summary of how Christian Aid operates is on the back
of the Collector’s Guides this year. It struck me that it is so good and
clear it would be good if you could all read it:

Ten things you need to know about Christian Aid:

1. We believe in life before death - we are passionate about
rooting out poverty.

2. We fund long-term development work, respond to emergencies,
and challenge the unjust systems that make and keep people
poor.

3. We are the official development agency of 41 church
denominations in the UK and Ireland

4.  We help people of all faiths and none.

5. We believe in helping people to find their own lasting solutions
to poverty.

6. We work through more than 600 partners - local organisations
- in almost 50 countries.



7. We challenge those with power to change things that have an
adverse effect on poor communities, such as climate change
and international trade rules.

8. We don't give money to governments - we work directly with
local organisations on the ground.

9. We spend money where it's needed most. For each £1 given
in 2006/7, 84p was used for direct charitable expenditure.
The remaining 16p was used to raise the next £1.

10. You can find out more at www.christianaid.org.uk, or by
calling 0845 7000 300.

Hazel Collis

The Easter Eggstravaganza, March 2008

This was a wonderful morning with over 24 children from the local
area turning up with their families to have fun. There was
something for everyone, from petting two very friendly rabbits in the
church garden, to decorating your own wax egg candle and other
craft activities. And of course the more traditional egg-and-spoon
races and egg-rolling competition. It was lovely to see so many
people having fun on such a beautiful spring morning, and going
home with their pockets full of chocolate eggs!

Katie Collins

Cradle Roll

We remember especially the following children on the anniversaries
of their baptisms this month.

Ben Anthony Cooper Grant 13th May (2007)
Noah William Daniels 30th May (2004)
Dylan Dee Alton Walters 30th May (2004)



From the envelope in your hand to the glass of fres  h water
in Rekha's, Christian Aid are empowering people wit  h your
support

A glass of fresh, clean water in Kayabunia, Bangladesh, is precious.
Here climate change means rising sea water levels are making fresh
water salty and dangerous to drink.

But Rekha Biswas knows what to do. With support from Christian Aid
partner BCAS, she is teaching the villagers to look to the sky and
themselves for the answer.

Rekha has spent the last year tirelessly going door to door talking to
people in Kayabunia. Because of her, women are now able to speak
up for their needs at their new pani parishad (water council), and are
trained to harvest rainwater, providing their community with a supply of
clean water. 'If we are united, we can do many things’, says Rekha.

Christian Aid Week collectors raise an average of £ 33.50 each.
This is enough for Rekha to empower 67 more women to get the water
they need!

Going door to door changes lives forever - thank yo u for collecting
this Christian Aid Week.




History Notes - Botanical Heroes 4

Theophrastus and Pedanios Dioscorides

The story starts in the time of Plato and Aristotle, who were teaching
and philosophising in Athens around 300 to 400 BC. They had a
colleague, Theophrastus, who was a similar polymath, but most
particularly specialised in botany. So impressed was Aristotle that
he named him as his successor as principal of the Lyceum.
Theophrastus wrote many books which have survived.

Plants were in those days seen only insofar as they were useful to
man and animals, but Theophrastus started with an enquiring
approach, listing and dissecting flowers and plants. He named at
least 300 different plants, mostly those in cultivation, and studied their
means of reproduction and their anatomy as well as their medicinal
properties. Theophrastus wrote in Greek and was translated into
Latin in the 15th century by order of Pope Nicholas V.

The other botanist | have discovered was Pedanios Dioscorides. He
was a native of Cilicia in Southern Turkey. Born about 40 AD he
studied at the university in Tarsus. | like to think that Paul, who was
born in Tarsus, was an alumnus of the same institution. Paul was
highly educated, as we know. | find it interesting to observe how
widespread was the general level of education in the Greek, Roman
and Jewish worlds. With the collapse of the Roman Empire and the
burning of the Library at Alexandria a large part of the texts of the
ancients was lost. We have to thank the Persian, Arab and Muslim
worlds for the survival of much that we have from that time.

Dioscorides was a Roman army physician, so his interest in plants
was more in their usefulness for the treatment of disease. He used
as his sources older texts such as Theophrastus’ Enquiry into Plants,
but made significant additions by his own observations as well as
gleaning local healer’'s knowledge as he travelled with army. His text
was called De Materia Medica, and was in several volumes. These
were presented more as a pharmacopaea.



This practical reference book did not disappear, as did many others.
It was copied by Monks, Arabs, Persians, and Greeks. It was a
standard reference text right through until the Middle Ages

Mandrake (mandragora officinarum
An illustration from a copy of Dioscorides’
De Materia Medica

The root of this plant, a member of the
Solanaceae (potato)family, contains
hyoscyamine, a powerful narcotic, as
well as other poisons.

Of course it was copied by hand, and lots of errors crept in over the
years. New knowledge was very slow in developing from the time of
the fall of Rome onwards, and the reasons are not entirely simple.
In principle the guardians of wisdom and knowledge were the
educated classes, and they were the Church hierarchy. They
referred to the ancients as the source of all knowledge, and censored
any new discoveries. This included scientific discoveries in all fields.
The renaissance which began in the 15th century saw the start of the
opening of acceptance of new knowledge. It was based on
rediscovery of old manuscripts from Greek and Arabic sources found
in Toledo at the fall of the Caliphate there. These were rescued and
found their way to the Universities of Paris, which had an anticlerical
reputation and Oxford. When the students at Oxford got into trouble
with the authorities they decamped with their books to Cambridge
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where they founded the University there. The germ of investigative
study, started all those years ago in Athens, was recovered and the
invention in Germany of the printing press made the written word
available to a wide spectrum of people. The reformation in northern
Europe adds an ingredient to the mix, and the scene is set for the
Enlightenment of the 17 century and beyond,.

Dioscorides and an assistant collecting herbs

An illustration from a manuscript copy of De Materia Medica made in Baghdad
in 1224,

The modern scientist makes discoveries and advances the total body
of information, but he has always to accept that what seems to be the
facts about any subject are only true SO FAR.

The philosophers and teachers of the Academy and the Lyceum way
back in the flowering of Athens in the third century BC knew this.
They said ‘The Sun rises every day, but we do not know that it will
do so tomorrow. It probably will, but we are never sure.’

Jenny Page



The Bishop of Croydon writes...

If only life were simpler and everyone could agree on complex moral
and theological questions. If only the sky could be permanently blue
and Liverpool beat Manchester United and the referee. If only the
media could leave sad people alone and not pursue them to public
humiliation. So many ‘if only’s - so little time to explore them all.

| am writing this while battle is raging over the right of religious
leaders (principally bishops) to engage in intelligent debate about
matters such as embryo research and the development of hybrids for
stem-cell harvesting. The debate will continue to fill the airwaves
and print media because the questions will not simply go away. We
now live in an age in which the technology moves much more quickly
than our ability to process the moral dilemmas appropriately. But
this is inevitable as the moral questions pertaining to human identity
are fraught with complexity and should not be susceptible to the sort
of amoral ‘we can do it, therefore we should do it' pragmatism being
pushed upon us. Complex questions take a long time to explore and
debate and the Church is right to withstand the compulsion to have to
do everything now.

But the particular element of the current debate that | find staggering
Is the arrogance of the media commentators, who are telling the
religious leaders to keep their opinions to themselves whilst
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demanding the right for their own to be heard and heeded. They
assume that their own (secular) worldview is neutral and self-
evidently true, whereas a religious worldview is loaded (negatively)
and dangerous. Yet when such commentators are confronted with
this apparent double-standard they cry foul and start to shout all the
louder about how wrong it is for religious leaders to speak.
Furthermore, the outrageous charge that Catholic politicians
(especially Government ministers) must either be told what to think
by New Labour or Rome — and clearly cannot think for themselves or
possibly come to the same conclusion as Rome — would be laughed
at if turned on the same commentators.

April is a good month in which to contemplate these matters. On 9th
April 1945 a young German theologian was hanged at Flossenblrg
for his part in the plot to murder Hitler. Dietrich Bonhoeffer didn’t
study his ethics in a library, but had to make real choices in a world of
desperate challenge to any view of humanity based on the image of
God. He didn’t maintain a position tolerably adjacent to Hitler’s Final
Solution, but felt the need to commit himself to potentially costly
action. He had become a double agent and lived with the moral
dilemmas thrown up in a world that is rarely pure and straightforward.
He lied and manipulated before collaborating in a murder plot. But
he did so despite wrestling with the ambiguities and contradictions of
his position. It is not even clear that Bonhoeffer had resolved the
rightness or wrongness of his choices when he mounted the scaffold
— he knew he had to act and did so trusting that God would have to
sort out the ‘purity’ questions.

Whatever the views of particular theologians, politicians and media
commentators on matters as fundamental as embryo research,
bishops are surely right to introduce questions and cautions that only
they can identify. Even bishops might come to differing views and
commitments at the end of the debate, but they will have done our
world a great service if they put a brake on the otherwise
unquestioned run-away pragmatism that drives our culture. They will
get enough abuse from outside; they should get prayerful support
from within.

Nick Baines, Bishop of Croydon
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IN OTHER PEOPLE'S SKINS

AN INTERACTIVE ARTWORK BY TERRY FLAXTON

You enter a space. Thereis a
table with chairs around it. A
meal is in progress and as you
approach the table you can see
twelve mysterious diners - virtual
diners, projected images which
play upon the surface of the
table. You are invited to take a
place at the table, to join in or
simply to observe, and to inhabit
for a moment Other People's
Skins.

This digital installation by Terry’
Flaxton takes its inspiration
from Leonardo da Vinci's The
Last Supper, but transforms it
into a new kind of screen event,
which aims to intrigue, delight
and provoke.

It begins with a Western meal,
then changes progressively into
Indian, Chinese, and Nigerian
meals - as well as a meal which
evokes the Last Supper. The
food on the table, the plates
and dishes, the colour of the
hands and arms, the clothing
and jewellery, transport the
visitor into different cultures in
order to explore the spiritual
possibilities of the meal table.
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The act of eating together,
sharing food, is a universal
human experience, which
crosses all cultural and religious
boundaries. The intention is
not to create a piece based in
any particular religion - on the
contrary, the idea is to
transcend religious divides and
seek an experience which
unites us.

In Other People's Skins was
inspired by, and created
especially for, spiritual spaces.
Ignition Projects is pleased to
be bringing the installation to
seven magnificent cathedrals
and abbeys. You are welcome
to stay for as long or as short a
time as you wish. We hope that
you enjoy the experience and
leave feeling enriched and
enlivened.

‘In Other People’s Skins’ is an
interactive artwork exhibition,
touring English cathedrals from
February through to June. The
exhibition will be at Southwark
Cathedral from 4th to 16th May.
For further details see the poster
in the Carter Room, or speak to
Rev'd Frany Long



Purley OverSeas Trust

ConTempo String Quartet

with James Lisney (Piano)

St Mark’s Church, Church Road, Purley
Sunday, 18th May 2008 at 8.00 p.m.

Programme
String Quartet in F, Op. 96 Dvorak
String Quartet Radu Paladi
Interval

Piano Quintet in A minor, Op 84 Elgar

Tickets: £12.50 Adult, £10 Concession
Obtainable in advance by phone 020 8660 3770, dn@xoor

13



Bible Reading Fellowship

A spare booklet of Bible Reading Fellowship Notes is available for the
period May to August 2008. If you would like to try these, please
speak to Hazel Collis: in church or on 01737 553 446

Mayday Chaplaincy - A Plea for Help

Frany has received the following message from Hilary Fife, Senior
Chaplain at Mayday Hospital:

Dear Colleague

| wonder if you could publicise, in your pew sheet and/or parish
magazine, a need we have for volunteers. We are becoming
increasingly short of helpers to bring patients who want to come to
chapel down from the wards. It means a great deal for patients to be
able to join in worship while they are in hospital, and it is really
disappointing when we are unable to collect them due to a lack of
assistants. We realise that giving up worship in one's own church on
a Sunday is a real sacrifice. Therefore we are hoping to get a pool
of around 24 -30 new volunteers who would be organised on a rota to
supplement our existing dedicated group. This should mean that no-
one is asked to help more than 6 times a year, possibly less. We
plan to arrange a get-together for those who are potentially interested
in helping, to discuss in more detail what is involved. Volunteers
need to be 17 or over and in good health. We would love to hear
from anyone who might be interested in helping, on 020 8401 3105 or
via email: hilary.fife@mayday.nhs.uk

Rev'd Hilary Fife

Hilary has come to conduct our Sunday services on a number of
occasions during our two interregnums. It would be wonderful if
some of our members could return this support on behalf of St
Swithun'’s.

Ed.
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Annual Parochial Church Meeting - 27th April 2008

The following four reports were to be presented at the meeting. A
report on the meeting and the remainder of the reports will appear in
next month’s issue.

Churchwarden’s Report

We have been living as a community at St. Swithun's through
interesting times! Two interregnums and two Johns, but now we
look forward to a more settled period with Frany. We extend a very
warm welcome to Frany and | hope we will all support and assist her
in her ministry at St. Swithun's and in the surrounding community.
After John Paton's departure in May and our visit to Oxford to give
him a good send off, we rapidly moved towards Purley Youth
Theatre’s resounding success with ‘We will Rock You'. David
Starbuck and his team produced a magnificent show with fulsome
praise from the Croydon Advertiser, Purley News, The Bridge and our
very own Parish Magazine. Liz Sandford and her team provided the
refreshments and the men-folk provided muscle for scenery removal.
It was a splendid event and many thanks and congratulations are due
to all involved.

Within a day we were celebrating St Swithun's Day with our
customary St Swithun's Day service and Parish Barbecue. Again Liz
Sandford deserves to be mentioned in dispatches. The summer
followed, with the baptisms of the Brown babies and Holly Morton
and the weddings of Delroy and Claire as well as Charlie and Tom.
We also suffered the sad loss of Sam Moore. In September Josh
Bernstein took on the job of playing for the 9.15 Communion and he
has made a great success of this. Our thanks go to him. We
temporarily exported two of our congregation, Rosemary Way to Sri
Lanka and Carrie Starbuck to Ghana, thankfully both now safely
returned to the fold.

John Chilvers organised "Back to Church Sunday" with his usual
diligence.  Many thanks to John for this lovely occasion. We
inaugurated the new lectern, which the Archdeacon has seen and
approves of. Certainly we are using it now every week. Our thanks
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to lvor Hewitt, who was responsible for overseeing its design and
construction. September was a good month for St. Swithun's
because we beat our old rivals St Barnabas at skittles. Maybe we
should form a local league and challenge some of the other
churches!

Also in the Autumn, after consultation with the Rural Dean, we
introduced the Roots programme so that we now have a unified
readings and teaching schedule for us all, children, Junior Church
and Adults. At least in theory we are all now singing from the same
hymn sheet!

As the autumn moved into winter the appointment of our new Priest
in Charge was made jointly with St. Mark's and, as we know, Frany
accepted the appointment! In November, the PCC approved a new
Charitable Giving Strategy, masterminded by Chrishanti Yorke. We
also held our annual Christmas Fair. Our thanks to Ros Jones for
organising it for us. November also saw us host the Multifaith
meeting for Churches Together in Purley and Kenley with Imam
Ebrahim Rashid, which had a good attendance.

In December we welcomed Bishop Nick twice, and he assisted us
with our Christmas celebrations which went well. We had our Carol
service and a visit from West Dene School, the Crib service and our
usual Midnight Eucharist. Tricia Crofts and her team ran the Parcel
Scheme which she has done for many years at Christmas and at a
time of celebration we were able to assist others. Many thanks to
Tricia and her team.

The New Year brought the inauguration of the Junior Church, building
on David Starbuck's work with the choir but also including the non-
singers. Jeyanti Yorke is leading. Our thanks to Jeyanti for taking
this initiative forward. We are also beginning to look at excursions
and social events for our young people. A mention is also required
of the flourishing Toddlers Group and the Sunday School, both of
which Val Hayward and her team continue to nurture.

February brought the Licensing Service for Frany at St. Swithun's
which was a lovely occasion attended by over 270! We overflowed
into the Carter Room! Our thanks are due to St. Mark's, in particular
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Churchwardens Penny Norris and Anne Bates with whom we have
developed close links during the past year and who supported us
ably. These links will stand us in good stead for the future.

Without drawing breath we were off to St. Mark's for Mothering
Sunday and despite misgivings about closing St Swithun's on such
an important Sunday, it turned into a warm day of welcome from both
churches for Frany's first service. Hard on its heels came Passion,
and Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter, a baptism of fire for Frany
by any standards! We survived in stylel And here we are back at
another APCM in good heart and looking forward to developing in
new ways during the coming year.

Robert Page applied for and obtained a significant financial grant
from the City Bridge Trust towards improving disabled access to the
hall. The finance committee are looking at the implications of losing
the interest on our capital and safeguarding our financial health when
we spend the capital. Again our thanks to Robert. Page and his
team for their devoted care of our finances.

Jill Bingham has designed the proposed new altar frontal which |
hope you have all seen. This has now gone off to the Diocese for
approval, and we hope that a Faculty will be granted so that
production can go ahead. We are indeed fortunate to have such
talent among our congregation. A big thanks to Jill not only for this
but all the other things she and her ladies do.

| cannot close without a mention of Eve Lister, who in my view
deserves the St. Swithun's Gold Medal. She organized 138 services
for us during this interregnum and without her dedicated service and
great good humour Ivor and | would have had to work much harder.

The other person | would like to thank is Ivor, | have to say he has
been magnificent. He has worked tirelessly during the interregnum
and | am pleased to say is willing to stay on PCC and to continue to
advise us on fabric. A huge thank you to Ivor. | also must thank the
PCC members, members of committees, and all the unsung heroes
who do so many tasks, over 50% of our congregation are actively
involved and doing the things that keep St. Swithun's the vibrant and
welcoming place itis. Thanks to you all.

Anne Rourke
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Fabric Committee Report

Fabric Committee activity continued at its usual brisk pace over the
last 12 months, albeit with lower levels of capital spending than seen
in 2006-07.

Activities:

Church floor sanded and re-sealed

New Church Lectern commissioned and installed

Handrail extended on pathway to north-side church entrance
New drains constructed to cope with flash flooding episodes
Roof repairs following metal theft incidents

New copying machine installed

New St Swithun's sign erected at the corner of Downlands &
Grovelands roads

New church sign erected by Croydon Council on Brighton Road
Altar frontal restored

Garden working parties

Future plans:

Implement hall building project (build porch, enable wheelchair
access, construct toilet block)

Pursue land sale project

Upgrade church electrical system

Crafting of new altar cloth (for Lent and Advent)

Replace notice boards in Grovelands Road

Commission new Paschal Candlestick

Repaint exterior of church: windows, doors, soffit boards, etc
Quinquennial Inspection

As ever, capital spending items have cost implications and much will
depend on the future state of St Swithun's finances in bringing them
to fruition. The City Bridge Trust award of £65,000, made earlier this
year, has, however, done much to increase the viability of the hall
building project. We are also most appreciative of the very generous
financial contributions, given anonymously, for the funding of a new
altar cloth and for future maintenance of the church organ.

| offer sincere thanks for the dedicated work of my fellow Committee
members: Mark Bingham; Mark Collins; Ivor Hewitt; Robert Page and
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John Yorke and to Frany Long and Anne Rourke who are ex-officio
members. My thanks go also to other church members who do so
much on their own initiative and in working parties in looking after the
church and its grounds.

During his recent inspection, our Archdeacon commented on St
Swithun's very good state of repair. Both | and the Fabric Committee
remain committed to the care of the church we love and appreciate
so much.

Ray Bingham

Report from the Services Committee

As soon as we became aware of the imminent departure of John
Paton to Oxford in 2007, our aim was to try and secure the pattern of
Services for the period of the interregnum, however long that should
prove to be. The committee met on a monthly basis to discuss
progress in planning services and special events, reporting back to the
PCC at their meetings. That it has been possible to maintain cover
has been due to the generous help we received from a group of
Clergy, Readers and, at times, members of our congregation who
gave their time to attend our Sunday and mid-week services.

From the end of last year we have been represented at meetings of
the Liaison Group set up with members of St. Mark's to make sure that
information was available and shared in the period of preparation for
the arrival of the Rev'd Frany Long as Priest in Charge of our two
Parishes. Regretfully I have been unable to take part in the
committee's work since the beginning of February and have, therefore,
missed the Licensing ceremony and the start of Frany's ministry to our
Parishes.

| have to thank all the members of the Committee for the contribution
each one has made to the planning processes, when they were also
engaged in various other Church duties and activities. Their
knowledge and experience of Church history and procedures have
been invaluable and | wish them to know how greatly | have valued
their guidance, support and encouragement during the term of my
chairmanship.

Eve Lister
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Churches Together in Purley and Kenley

CTPK has enjoyed a very active and energetic year, with the
election of a new Chairman and Local Ecumenical Officer, both
members of Purley Baptist Church (PBC). This has led to a
variety of new and interesting ideas. These have included:

Love Croydon 08. Part of Hope 08, a national campaign for
mission in local communities

Street Pastors (13 in Croydon, including 5 from PBC)

Purley Town Chaplaincy

Purley Christmas Celebrations

Purley Music Week

The Multi Faith meetings, which were the result of an initiative
begun in 2007, proved hugely successful, with guest speakers
from other faiths including Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam and
Sikhism., St. Swithun’s hosted Iman Ebrahim Rashid, who
presented a fascinating talk on Islam which was very well attended
and promoted much interest with many questions. There is one
meeting to go - hopefully a Jewish speaker - plus a final Christian
response evening led by a Christian theologian and academic.

We have new members who have joined as "observers" from
Montpelier Church, and were warmly welcomed.

In general a large number of services and events organised and
supported by CTPK continue to take place, and make a valuable
contribution for member churches and the community. Our future
challenge, though, is to ensure that the rich diversity of various
denominations represented currently and historically on CTPK is
not diluted or lost. For example certain areas that have been
disbanded, such as the Prayer and Spirituality Group, need to be
given the necessary support to recommence.

| think we can all agree that we support the work and efforts of
CTPK and in turn are grateful for the friendships and support from
our fellow member churches.

Katie Collins
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Intercession List

At the April meeting of the Services Committee it was decided that
the intercession list will be divided into two parts: a Short-Term list
and a Long-Term list. All new names needing our prayers will be
added to the Short-Term list, and will be retained on that list until the
specific need for prayer has ended, but not for longer than four
months.  If our prayers are still needed after four months have
elapsed the name will be moved onto the Long-Term list.

In future (starting with the first Sunday in May) only the Short-Term
list will be read at the Morning Praise (11 a.m.) service. Both lists
will continue to be read in full at all other services. It is felt that this
shortened intercession list will be more in keeping with the generally
briefer intercessions at the 11 a.m. service.

St Swithun’s Annual

Plant Sale

Sunday, 11th May 2008, in the Church Hall
8.45 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

The hall will be open from 7.30 a.m. to receive donations of plants
for the sale. If you are growing your own bedding or veg. from
seed, and have a few surplus to your needs, please bring them
along to add to our stock. All contributions of plants of any kind
will be gratefully received.
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Grooms-Shaftesbury have changed their name - to

Livability

This is a good opportunity to tell you a
little about this disability organisation.
We have adopted Livability as one of
our charities and | hope to be able to
set their magazines at the back of the
Church as they come. Feel free to
borrow these very interesting papers.
Damaris Weller is my informant.

First, a little history

John Groom, a young apprentice
silversmith of 21 vyears, noticed
disabled girls on the streets of London
trying to make a living by selling

flowers.
Groom’s Crippleage and Flower Girl's
Mission. With no money to his name, he
must have been a gifted communicator
and fund-raiser.

His objective was not only to feed and
care for these destitute women and girls,
but also to teach them both the Christian
faith and the practical skills necessary to
enable them better to support themselves.
One day, while he was helping a disabled
flower girl who was lying on the street
because her crutch had broken, he was
joined by a posh gent. This turned out to
be Lord Shaftesbury. He joined the
cause, and together they set up
workshops in which the women made
artificial flowers for sale.
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In 1866 he opened John

John Groom, 1845 - 1919




An artificial flower workshop for disabled people, in the 1930’s

The work of the Crippleage expanded into the development of homes
and workshops all across the country. Nowadays there are seven
residential centres, which allow 150 severely disabled people to live
as independently as possible, each in their own studio flat. The
associated charity John Grooms Housing Association has 1200
accessible homes (flats and houses) for the disabled, and is a
leading provider of disability access housing. Three wheelchair-
accessible hotels and fifteen self-catering properties provide holidays
for 5,000 disabled people and their families every year. There is a
Brain Injury Rehabilitation Centre in Stowmarket,

Victoria Education Centre in Poole is a
school which is completely accessible
for all kinds of disability. Here
disabled children and young people
learn to live as independently as they
can. On site is a rehabilitation
engineer, Chris Hooker. He uses his
engineering skills to adapt
wheelchairs and other disability kit to
individual needs.

Chris Hooker
23




In Wood Green, north London, you will find the FAITH Plant Centre, a
training centre for unemployed disabled adults, giving them skills and
work experience in horticulture, and the qualifications they need to
find employment. Set up eight years ago, it is now the sole supplier
of plants to all of Haringey Council’'s gardens, as well as growing and
selling plants at retail. This operation is being expanded with the
addition of the Green Pepper Café, which will serve home-cooked
food from produce grown at the centre. The café will take on 50-60
trainees with a wide range of disabilities and give them training in
catering and retail.

The Shaftesbury Society was founded by the seventh Earl of
Shaftesbury, one of Britain’s greatest social reformers. Like John
Groom, the Earl's actions were driven by his strong Christian
convictions.  In the 1800's, as the ‘Ragged Schools Union’ the
Society was responsible at its peak for managing 650 schools for
‘ragged’ children. As local government took on more responsibility
for schools provision the Society turned to specialising in disability
and community development, working to improve the lot of all
disadvantaged sectors of society. In 2007 John Grooms and the
Shaftesbury Society decided to merge, and the merged charity now
operates as Livability, together with a partner charity, Livability
Housing.

As you can guess disabled people have different problems and
capabilities. The solutions are many and creative but the constant
theme of independence, self-sufficiency and caring love provided by
this charity to the disabled and their carers optimises the results and
ups the happiness quotient.
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Editor's Corner - Summer Ramblings

The Way through the Woods

They shut the road through the woods
Seventy years ago.

Weather and rain have undone it again,
And now you would never know
There was once a road through the woods
Before they planted the trees.

It is underneath the coppice and heath
And the thin anemones.

Only the keeper sees
That, where the ring dove broods,
And the badgers roll at ease,

There was once a road through the woods.

Yet, if you enter the woods
Of a summer evening late,
When the night-air cools on the trout-ringed pools
Where the otter whistles his mate,
(They fear not men in the woods,
Because they see so few.)

You will hear the beat of a horse’s feet,
And the swish of a skirt in the dew,
Steadily cantering through
The misty solitudes,

As though they perfectly knew
The old lost road through the woods...
But there is no road through the woods

Rudyard Kipling
New Oxford Book of English Verse
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1st May
8.15 p.m.

4th May
9.15 a.m.

10.30 a.m.
11.00 a.m.

7th May
9.30 a.m.

11th May

8.00 a.m.
9.15 a.m.

10.30 a.m.
11.00 a.m.

14th May
9.30 a.m.

18th May
9.15 a.m.

10.30 a.m.
11.00 a.m.

21st May
9.30 a.m.

25th May

8.00 a.m.
9.15 a.m.

10.30 a.m.
11.00 a.m.

St. Swithun’s Church Calendar

Ascension Day

Holy Communion with Rocket

at St Mark’'s Woodcote

6th Sunday of Easter

Communion with hymns

Coffee time

Morning Praise
(Wednesday)

Mid-week Communion

Pentecost

Said Communion

Communion with hymns

Coffee time

Morning Praise with Parade
(Wednesday)

Mid-week Communion

Trinity Sunday

Communion with Hymns
Coffee Time
Morning Praise

(Wednesday)

Mid-week Communion

Rev'd Frany Long

Ven. Ken Gibbons

Ven. Ken Gibbons

Rev'd Frany Long

Rev'd Frany Long
Rev'd Frany Long

Rev'd Frany Long

Rev'd Frany Long

Rev'd Kevin Turner

Rev'd Kevin Turner

Rev'd Yvonne Davis

1st Sunday after Trinity

Said Communion
Communion with hymns
Coffee time
Morning Praise
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Rev'd Frany Long
Rev'd Frany Long

Rev'd Frany Long



28th May
9.30 a.m.

1st June
9.15 a.m.

10.30 a.m.
11.00 a.m.

4th June
9.30 a.m.

(Wednesday)

Mid-week Communion Rev'd Frany Long

2nd Sunday after Trinity

Communion with hymns Canon Arhur Quinn

Coffee time

Morning Praise Penny Bird
(Wednesday)

Mid-week Communion Rev'd Frany Long

Trinity Sunday falls this month

No prizes for identifying the source of this artistic depiction of the Trinity - it

should be familiar to all who read this magazine!
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