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The Last Supper, a fresco from the church of Saint Francis, Assissi 
by the school of Pietro Lorenzetti  -  early 14th century 
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Dear Friends 
 
A grey cloth covered the table; twelve empty grey plates were 
arranged in front of twelve seats, waiting expectantly for their 
occupants.   Very quickly they arrived; the sound of their voices filled 
the previously quiet and empty space.   The plates were filled and the 
chink of full wine glasses could be heard over the sound of 
conversation: the meal had begun. 
 
But this was no ordinary meal.   This was a virtual meal and I was 
actually the only real guest.   The interactive artwork by Terry Flaxton 
entitled ‘In Other People’s Skins’ has been touring English cathedrals 
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since February, and for the last two weeks it has taken up residence 
in a small black marquee in the southern transept of Southwark 
Cathedral.   Even in the brief time that I sat at the table it all felt very 
real and I found myself on more than one occasion wanting to reach 
out and take a crisp or move a wine glass that looked as if it was 
about to get knocked over.   But as I said, it was no ordinary meal, 
and as quickly as the food appeared on the plates and the chatter 
began, it had gone and the empty grey space returned.  
 
As the Church puts away the white and gold trappings of Eastertide 
and enters into the green of Ordinary Time, the long season of 
Sundays after Trinity - of which there are 23 this year - begins.   It got 
me thinking about what is ‘ordinary’.  
 
The word comes from the Latin adjective ‘ordinarius’ meaning 
orderly.   When I looked up the background and the meaning of the 
word in the dictionary I also found a couple of surprises.   Apart from 
being an adjective it was also the name given to the penny-farthing 
bicycle, an ordinary.   The Ordinary is also the name given to those 
parts of the Catholic service, especially in the Mass, which do not 
vary.   These are just two of the meanings I found. 
 
Ordinary time suggests a slower rhythm of life with no special events, 
but the reality of life is that for most of us this is seldom the case for 
very long.   As I visit homes in the parishes and listen to people’s 
stories there seems very little evidence of ‘the ordinary’.   Ordinary 
suggests hum drum, uneventful, average, no distinctive features, and 
these words go against my understanding of life in general.   I believe 
that every day is unique and that even amidst the sometimes 
monotonous routine of life, if we look hard enough we can find 
something to excite or lift the spirit and take us out of the ordinary.   
Life is varied and constantly changing, we never know what’s around 
the corner and I for one can’t remember when life was ‘ordinary’.  
 
One of the other definitions I found was ‘a meal provided at a fixed 
time and price in an inn’.   And on the flyer for Terry Flaxton’s 
interactive artwork there is a picture of another meal that many 
partake in with regularity: Leonardo da Vinci’s painting of The Last 
Supper.   On the one level it has become, for many, an ‘ordinary’ part 
of Sunday to receive communion, but on another level, as we share 
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in the bread and the wine together we enter into something quite out 
of the ordinary, something extraordinary.   We remember when Jesus 
broke bread with his disciples the night he was betrayed.   Partaking 
in this sacramental meal feeds us and strengthens us as a 
community of faith; it lies at the heart of our worship. 
 
In November the Confirmation Service will take place at St Andrew’s. 
People young and old will profess their faith and come to the Lord’s 
table for the first time to stand with others and receive.   It’s not a 
virtual meal but something very real.   I invite any who are not 
confirmed to think about whether this might be something you would 
like to explore.   Anyone over 11 years of age can come forward, and 
classes for adults and children will start in September.   Please feel 
free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Finally, one of the prayers at the Morning Office says this:  
 

 ‘The night has passed and the day lies open before us;  
  let us pray with one heart and mind.   
 As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,  
  so may the light of your presence, O God,  
  set our hearts on fire with love for you, now and for ever.’ 
 

May you know God’s presence with you every day, however 
‘ordinary’ the day might seem, and may your hearts be set on fire 
with love for him.   Amen 
 
With every blessing 
 Frany 
 
 

Cradle Roll 
 
We remember especially the following children on the anniversaries 
of their baptisms this month. 
 
 Louis Philip Shorrock 2nd June 2002 
 Ella Jane Mycroft 11th June 2006 
 Charley Jessica Brown 12th June 2005 
 Tobias Patrick Brown 12th June 2005 
 Sophia Louise Bagnall 23rd June 2002 
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Invitation to a Party! 
 
Ray and Jill Bingham would like to invite everyone to Nibbles and a 
drink, to celebrate their Golden Wedding.   This will take place in the 
Carter Room on Sunday, 4th July 2008, from 12 noon.   We look 
forward to seeing you there. 

Ray and Jill 
 
 
 

Au Revoir to Olwen 
 

 
April 19th was a sad day for St 
Swithun’s, when Olwen Starr 
moved from Downlands Road 
to Maidenhead.   An incredibly 
youthful 89-year-old, Olwen still 
commutes regularly to London 
for her full-time job with the 
British School of Osteopathy.   
Belated symptoms of mortality 
had, however, finally convinced 
her to accede to her family’s 
advice, and leave her 
mountain-top residence in 
Downlands Road to live closer 
to her son. 
 

Olwen has been a faithful member of St Swithun’s worshipping 
community, Sunday by Sunday, for many years.   Her unfailingly calm 
and cheerful disposition will be sorely missed by everyone who knew 
her – and not least by the Wednesday Fellowship Group of which she 
has been a member since it started.   She will continue to commute 
to London each day, merely reducing her hours to a daily stint from 
11 to 4.   When she called back to see us on 18th May we heard how 
much she was looking forward to being presented to Princess Anne 
the following week. 

John Chilvers 
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Love Purley 2008 
 
Having signed up to be part of the Love Purley event on Saturday 
17th May, but still not quite sure what it was or what I’d let myself in 
for, I arrived at Christ Church wearing warm clothes and with my 
gardening equipment honed and ready.   The sky was looking 
threatening and the weather forecast correctly forecast rain, so I was 
pleased to find that I had been ‘transferred’ from Weeding to Handing 
Out Donuts with members of the Purley Chaplaincy Team.   I’d read 
on the St Swithun’s notice sheet that this team of 7 women from 
Christ Church and Purley Baptist Church were looking for new 
members and so was pleased to join one of the present ministry team 
on her ‘patch’ and learn more.   
 
Before we began Rev’d Charles Trefusis lead in prayer the members 
of the 10 Purley churches who had committed themselves for the 
morning, blessing our work and outreach.   Charles explained that we 
were to live the Gospel, by showing through our good works (which 
would include removing graffiti, weeding, cleaning cars, collecting 
litter, Face Painting and offering donuts or home made cakes to the 
shop-keepers of Purley) our love for others in the community.  
 
Having purchased and added a Love Purley t-shirt to my layers of 
clothes, and trying not to be jealous of the beautiful rich purple 
fleeces and sweaters of the Chaplaincy Team, I donned latex gloves 
and decanted donuts into individual bags, teamed up with Sara and, 
loaded with goodies, napkins and an umbrella, we set off for the 
shops.  
 
In some ways the Purley Town Chaplaincy seems not to be dissimilar 
from my work as part of Mayday’s Chaplaincy Team, in as much as 
we were going alongside the people where they are and are open to 
their needs from us.   Maybe it was because we were visiting the 
shops just after 10.00 a.m. on a damp Cup Final Saturday, but there 
seemed to be little trading taking place.   We were careful not to get 
in the way of business and waited until people were off the phones or 
free of customers before explaining about the Love Purley initiative.  
Sara usually visits on Tuesdays so we were frequently met with 
suspicion, or at best a guarded response, by the Saturday Staff.   I 
found it disappointing, but admit that had I been working in an office 
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or shop, I too might have assumed that there would be some ‘cost’ to 
the generosity.   How many times have I been offered ‘gifts’ such as 
heather, flowers, or pieces of gravel only to find that I am suddenly 
asked to pay for it or forced to listen to some sort of sales talk! 

 
Those who did not know 
us but accepted our gifts 
of ‘love’ were genuinely 
shocked that we were 
actually giving of 
ourselves and not 
expecting to ‘receive’.   
They welcomed us, 
engaging in all sorts of 
conversations from 
those about trade, the 
changes in Purley, 
football, and the health 
of the residents who live 
above the shops.   I felt 
that the Chaplaincy 
team is creating a sense 
of a larger caring 
community and was 
pleased to be part of it 
for even a couple of 

hours.   Also having never been into the betting shops, hairdressers 
or most of the restaurants, I gained a different and valuable insight 
into the people of Purley in 2008.   I learned that although the 
buildings that had been Purley Gallery, where I worked in the late 
70’s and where the world and his wife came to buy presents and 
have their pictures or needlework framed, look and are ‘different’, 
there remain good and caring people who are doing their best for the 
town while trying to make a living.   The Chaplaincy team are looking 
for additional members so, if you are interested, do contact Katie 
Collins who, as you will see from the photograph, did sterling work 
collecting several bags of litter in Purely High Street as her 
contribution to Love Purley. 

Rosemary Way  
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Ladies’ Circle News 
 

Programme for June & July 2008  -  all meetings on Wednesdays 
 
4th June Time tba Church Treasures exhibition at 
    Goldsmiths’ Hall 
18th June 12 noon Lunch at the Inn on the Pond, Nutfield 
2nd July 3.00 p.m. Strawberry tea at Jill’s (89 Woodcote 
     Valley Road) 
16th July Time tba Great Dixter House and gardens – by 
    coach 
30th July 12 noon Lunch at Knight’s Garden Centre,  
    Bletchingley 
 
Outing to Greenwich - The Fan Museum 
 
Our amazing good fortune (or inspired planning!) regarding weather 
for our outings continued for our river-trip from Westminster Pier to 
Greenwich in May.   It was a most glorious day and we sat in the sun 
enjoying an excellent commentary giving us fascinating information 
about the features en route. 
 
As we had explored Greenwich before, we decided to follow a 
suggestion found on the internet and visited the Fan Museum.   This 
is housed in what had originally been a small terraced dwelling and 
we were not really prepared for what we were about to see.   [On our 
way there we passed the site of the Cutty Sark, now sadly obliterated 
from view whilst restoration takes place after the tragic fire.] 
 
Fans are believed to have originated in China nearly 5000 years ago.  
They were often quite large being made of feathers such as the 
peacock’s and carried on poles by slaves.   The commonest kind is a 
folding one introduced into England in Elizabethan times.   We saw 
beautiful examples of these, all displayed in specially conditioned 
glass cases.   Some bore painted scenes, some were made of 
exquisite lace and others beautifully crafted from feathers, 
tortoiseshell, ivory or mother-of-pearl.   At the time of our visit there 
was a special exhibition of Dutch fans, many coming from the House 
of Orange. 
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We learned that fans should only be displayed open for a maximum 
of four months and then stored in well-researched conditions.   This 
little museum, remarkably, owns over 4000 items, so ringing the 
changes is no problem.   Another surprise was the walled garden and 
orangery behind the house – a beautiful oasis. 
 
Before we left, the very friendly receptionist asked if we had visited 
their award-winning loo.   Curiosity and need had us all trooping to 
inspect it – very impressive with the general theme continuing, 
including fan-shaped soap, chair etc - and spotless.   We were 
fortunate that our return journey went smoothly, with boat and train 
times coinciding nicely after a very enjoyable day. 

 
Jill Bingham        020 8668 1980 
Elaine Chilvers   020 8668 4358 

 
 
 

 
 

Were YOU a member of the1st Purley Scout Group? 
 

(Princess Christian’s Own) 
 
1st Purley Scout Group will be celebrating their 100th Anniversary 
later this year.   We are hoping to contact as many ex-members as 
possible to be part of this centenary celebration. 
 
If you were a part of 1st Purley Scouting history, (e.g. a Beaver, Cub, 
Scout, leader/helper or an Executive Member) or if you know 
someone who was, please contact me on 020 8667 0916, or by e-
mail at julie.ludlow@googlemail.com 

Julie Ludlow 
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History Notes  -  Botanical Heroes 5 
 

The Microscopic World of Robert Hooke (1635 - 1703)  
and Antony van Leeuwenhoek (1632 - 1723) 

 
 

The stories I have been telling in History Notes each month tell how 
naturalists have described and catalogued what they have seen and 
attempted to provide explanations of the natural world.   I took a little 
side trip to look at the father of genetics, Gregor Mendel.   This month 
I am describing the two most influential naturalists in the field of 
microscopy. 
 
Robert Hooke was borne in 1635 and looked down the mIcroscope at 
whatever he could lay his hands on.   He published a book of what he 
saw called Micrographia, which is still available in facsimile.   In it are 
pictures of lice, mosses, cork, gnats, spiders and more besides.  
 
 He used two different microscopes: one using two lenses was 
already in circulation.   It was a grand affair and rather cumbersome.     
The other was described in his notebooks, and used a single lens. 
 

 
 

The human flea, Pulex iritans, from Robert Hooke’s Micrographia 
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Hooke was a polymath: sundials, clocks and pendula were within his 
sphere of interest.   Hooke’s Law still provides the standard definition 
of the distortion of metals and other materials when subjected to 
forces.   He studied fossils, and his extensive notes are extant in the 
Royal Society library.   He was visited by our other microscopist, 
Antony van Leeuwenhoek, a civil servant from the lovely city of Delft 
in Holland.   He lived at the same time as the painter Jan Vermeer, 
being entered on the same page of that city’s baptismal register. 
 
The Dutch were very skilled lens grinders and van Leeuwenhoek 
made himself a microscope using the description he found in Hooke’s 
book.   This had only a single lens, yet gave a magnification of up to 
300 times.  Using this device he saw in great detail bacteria and 
many single-celled plants from the water in lakes, rivers and canals.   
His capacity to describe them fascinated the Royal Society in 
London, to whom he sent frequent and copious descriptions   This 
activity fired up the already enthusiastic interest in natural history, 
including microscopic observations, fossil collection and description, 
geology, and worldwide plant and animal collections.    
 

Many other contributors to these thousands of 
years of endeavour produced a body of 
knowledge which allowed the greatest naturalist 
of them all, Charles Darwin, to refine the theory 
of natural selection later in the 19th century.   
We have not given due weight to many 
geologists, navigators, artists, travellers, 
philosophers and doctors to describe but a few 
professions.   It is an interesting fact that more 
than half of these people were in holy orders.   I 
suspect we can see that the studies they 
undertook gave them the vision of our world as, 
to quote the hymn when speaking of stars, 
‘Forever singing as they shine, the Hand that 
made us is Divine’   

Jenny Page 
 
One of van Leeuwenhoek’s single-lens microscopes, 
now in the Utrecht University Museum.   It is tiny - no 
bigger than a postage stamp. 
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Thank You Eve! 
 

 
 

The first meeting of the new PCC agreed unanimously that formal 
acknowledgment should be made of the dedicated service that Eve 
Lister has performed for us all by chairing the Services Committee 
through two interregnums.   Thanks to Eve’s tireless and virtually 
single-handed efforts in arranging leadership for all our services, we 
were able to maintain our normal patterns of worship throughout the 
two periods.   In the second period alone Eve organised 138 
services.   On Sunday 11th May (Pentecost) Eve was presented with 
a large bouquet in token of our tremendous appreciation for her hard 
work. 
 
 

Christian Aid 
 

Many thanks to all St Swithun’s collectors, who did a really splendid 
job.   Thanks to some last minute volunteers we were able to cover 
all our roads this year.   And all the collected envelopes were 
returned promptly, by this Monday.    
 

But the best news is that the total collected this year was £1880, 
which is a very pleasing increase on last year’s figure of £1345.   Well 
done everyone! 

Hazel Collis 
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Carers’ Information Service 

 
A carer is someone who looks after a family member, friend or 
neighbour who needs help due to illness, frailty or disability.   Both 
children and adults can be carers, and the care they provide is 
unpaid.  
 
The Carers' Information Service is a Croydon-based charity, funded 
by the Whitgift Foundation.   As the name suggests, the main aim of 
the service is to ensure that the carers of Croydon, and the 
professionals who work with them, are as well-informed as possible 
about the rights and services that carers are entitled to. 
 
The service produces a range of publications, all of which are free to 
carers and professionals.   To receive any of these, or for more 
information about the service, contact them on 020 8649 9339, or go 
to the web-site: www.carerscontactline.co.uk 
 
How To...A Guide for Carers in Croydon 
Their flagship publication is the bi-annual How To...A Guide for 
Carers in Croydon.   This guide condenses the most relevant local 
and national services for people with disabilities and their carers into 
one volume, so that carers have access to a single, reliable source of 
information, help and advice. 
 
Factsheets    
A series of factsheets that look at some of the key topics in the How 
To Guide in more depth.  
 
Newsletter  
Published every other month, the newsletter, Carers News, is full of 
information which carers need to know; whether it's a new carers' 
support service in Croydon, or a change to the law which affects 
carers all over the country.   Two recent issues can be seen in the 
magazine rack at the back of the church. 
 
E-Bulletin  
An monthly e-bulletin, What's New for Carers? 
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The Bishop of Woolwich writes…  
 

At an Eastertide meeting with Southwark Pastoral Auxiliaries (SPAs) 
we were able to explore together the pastoral imperative at the heart 
of the Gospel.   When we are baptised all Christians become our 
brothers and sisters, and the Church of England has a special duty of 
concern for the wellbeing of everyone in each of our parishes.   In St 
Matthew's Gospel Jesus says to his disciples that when the Son of 
Man comes in glory, He will reveal that in caring for others we have 
been ministering to Him: 'for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison and 
you visited me.' (Mt 25, 35-36).   One 
of the earliest recurring images of 
Jesus in religious art depicts him as 
the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd, a 3rd 
 century crypto-Christian mosaic 
 from a Roman villa in Ravenna 
 

Until relatively recently the burden of pastoral care fell heavily on the 
parish priest, and this was often reinforced by people feeling short-
changed unless they were visited by the Vicar.   Arthur Preston, 
Bishop of Woolwich in the 1930s, gave the title 'Visiting' to the first 
chapter in his book on the work of the parish priest, and his opening 
words are robust and purposeful: 'Visiting is tremendously important; 
in fact, it is far more important than anything else in the parish.   This 
is my honest opinion and it applies to all types of parishes.'   These 
simple perspectives are today sometimes crowded out by other 
competing priorities.   They need to be recovered in ways that are 
appropriate to changing social and community dynamics.   Where 
absent or low down the list, the community of faith is itself 
impoverished and the wider community neglected. 
 

Our SPAs have done much to show the creative way in which 
pastoral ministry can and should be shared by the whole baptised 
community, and it was encouraging to hear from them about different 
patterns of visiting in each parish and the contribution they make.   
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Because the Mission of the Church is God's Mission, caring for each 
other and going out in search of the lost and needy is a sign of a 
healthy outward-focused community of faith.   Many people in 
London, not least but not only among the elderly and less mobile, will 
spend large parts of each day without physical contact with anyone 
else.   This is unprecedented historically among more settled parts of 
the community and is matched by the isolation often felt by those 
moving into London from overseas, who may well be trying to escape 
from political and economic injustice and hardship.  
 

Engaging with the reality of current patterns of living in our great 
world city is a wonderful opportunity and challenge to the Church.   In 
response to the gladness and joy we know as an Easter people, let 
us not lose sight of the pastoral perspectives which give integrity to 
our faith as we share our life together in Christ our risen Saviour.  
 

+ Christopher Chessun 
 
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting  -  27th April 2008  
 
This meeting seems to have been the best-attended in recent years, 
and it became difficult to fit enough chairs for everyone into the 
Carter Room.   After Frany had led us in the opening prayer and 
welcomed us to the meeting we responded by welcoming her to her 
first APCM as Priest in Charge at St Swithun’s. 
 
First business was the election of Churchwardens.   Ivor Hewitt 
wished to stand down now that our interregnum was over and 
received well-deserved thanks and praise for his work over the last 
year.   John Yorke had agreed to be nominated as Ivor’s replacement 
(his second spell in the role), while Anne Rourke was happy to 
continue serving for another year.   There being no other 
nominations, Anne and John were declared elected with acclaim. 
 
Deanery Synod representatives and PCC members were elected as 
per the revised listing inside the front cover of the magazine.   
Numerous reports were made - four of these were printed in last 
month’s issue, and another four follow these words.   The Treasurer’s 
Report is held over to next month. 
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Report of the Priest in Charge 
 

The Annual Report of the Priest in Charge is, by tradition, a review of 
the past twelve months in the life of the church.   Having been in post 
a mere nine weeks this is of course not feasible, so I have asked 
Anne Rourke and Ivor Hewitt to report on my behalf, on their role as 
church wardens during the interregnum.   I thank them for doing this. 
 

It is also tradition that I thank those who have played a significant role 
during the past year, and I would like to thank Anne and Ivor for their 
hard work and commitment during the interregnum and during the 
weeks surrounding my licensing.   They have been a tremendous 
support and have helped to make the transition easier, respecting my 
position and yet willing to continue with certain tasks until such time 
as I feel ready to take them on.   I also want to thank the many 
people who were involved in the Licensing Service, working so hard 
behind the scenes.   Paul Richards with list after list of invitations sent 
and returned; John Chilvers and the car parking attendants relegated 
to the cold night air; Liz Stanford and her team for the plates of food 
and glasses filled; Jill Bingham and her ladies for flowers in bud and 
blooms a plenty; Hazel Collis for the clean white linen and candles lit; 
and David Starbuck for voices young and old singing to the glory of 
God.   It was a wonderful evening and any apprehension and 
nervousness was overtaken by the sincerity and warmth of those 
present.   The occasion fully reflected the nature of St. Swithun's: a 
prayerful, committed and friendly worshipping community. 
 

So with these qualities in mind my focus turns to the job in hand, as 
together we begin this new chapter in the life of Christian witness 
here.   This is a time for listening and watching and not for radical 
change.   Reading through the warden's report for the last twelve 
months, I have no doubt that I won't be lost for things to do! 
 

The continuing issue of a United Benefice is ever before us, but it has 
been made clear to the Bishop that unless the staffing position 
changes significantly the feasibility of such a structure is unrealistic. 
Already the frustrations of running two parishes are becoming 
apparent with a very real problem with continuity.   I simply ask for 
your patience and understanding.   In the meantime the pattern of 
eight o clock services is working well, and I encourage those who 
attend to make the short journey up to St. Mark’s every other week.   
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Covering the rota, with five services every Sunday, is difficult and I 
will promote any opportunity for joint services such as Evensong at 6 
p.m. at St. Mark’s and the Ascension Day service on 1st May.   
 

The 9.15 a.m. Eucharist and the 11 a.m. Morning Praise offer two 
very different styles of worship.   The first is traditional, and I would 
like to thank Josh Bernstein who provides the music for this service.   
The second service offers a less formal and non-threatening 
experience of church for those who are not familiar with traditional 
liturgy.   The provision for the children and young people and their 
involvement in the service is encouraging, and I hope that in the 
future this will develop further.   We need to have the courage to 
explore new ways of communicating and celebrating the gospel; to 
be prepared to take risks whilst respecting and remaining sensitive to 
the tradition we have inherited.   Looking ahead at this stage it is 
difficult to specify changes other than to continue to build on the very 
good work that has already been done.   The staffing constraints will 
inevitably limit what we can do, and whilst having a vision it has, at 
the same time, to be sustainable in the long term.    
 

I am excited about the opportunities that the next twelve months will 
bring.   Hopefully works in the hall will go ahead which will increase 
letting opportunities and therefore increase hall income.   The Church 
Fair which has moved to an autumn slot will hopefully raise the profile 
of the church whilst raising much needed funds.   A concerted effort 
to publicise this is already being thought through.   Changes are also 
afoot at the vicarage as building works begin to take shape.   Soil 
testing has begun and digging is expected to commence before the 
summer.   Completion and moving in is planned for next March, at 
which point the present vicarage will be sold off.   I am intending to 
hold a number of social evenings at the vicarage in the summer 
which will provide a good opportunity for me to put names to faces: 
more about that at a later date. 
 

The practical and the liturgical play an integral part of our church life 
but let us not ignore the need for teaching and the importance of 
spiritual care.   A review of the provision of house groups will lead to 
a more structured programme which in turn will enable us to grow 
together as a community where prayer, worship, learning, friendship 
and commitment can continue to flourish. 

Rev’d Frany Long 
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Communications Committee Report 

 
This committee has met regularly during the past year, the last 
meeting before the APCM being held on 20th March, 2008.   As you 
may know, in 2006/2007 we enlarged the distribution of the Parish 
Magazine.   We also held regular Parish consultations.   We made 
improvements to our very own parish web-site www.stswithuns.org.   
And in addition to the four existing external notice boards we installed 
a large ‘Welcoming’ Board with St Swithun’s Church in large lettering, 
with appropriate words.   We recognise that these are important tools 
of communication with the outside world.   Two of the external Notice 
Boards, due to wear and tear, are to be replaced by the Fabric 
committee soon.   Our thanks are due to the Fabric Committee, who 
actually physically install these Boards. 
 
The role of the committee is to provide appropriate communication 
systems for use by the various committees and organisations that 
exist within our Church.   It is important to understand, however, that 
it is not the communications committee’s responsibility to produce 
posters and notices etc.   Responsibility for this rests with the group 
or individuals involved.   However committee members are always 
willing to assist in communicating this information to the outside world 
if and when asked to do so, such as putting up posters and informing 
the local press etc. but please do ask us if you need help in this area. 
 
This committee has regularly produced the Parish Newsletter with 
Paul Sandford acting as editor, and printer.   Paul summarises so 
well all the ‘happenings’ in the previous quarter and what lies ‘ahead’ 
in the coming few months.   In addition to the superb work done by 
the parish links, and following ideas generated in committee, 
distribution is now also made to schools, nursing homes, libraries and 
ex-parochial people on the mailing list.   Circulation is now around 
1500 copies. 
 
The Parish Magazine continues to maintain a high standard with 
each issue, thanks to the innovative approach taken by Jenny Page 
the editor.   Paul Sandford produces the Parish Brochure with equal 
aplomb as well as organising distribution of all leaflets via the links.  
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 Paul is also the person who maintains the web-site on a voluntary 
basis and has made vast improvements to the site in the past year. 
Paul has been assisted by the committee with ideas and suggestions 
for the web-site, and we continue to make enhancements to it on an 
ongoing basis.   Did you know that the Church magazine is now 
available for download within our website?   You can currently find 
the April and May issues there.   There is also a wealth of information 
to be found not only for existing worshippers but also for those 
searching for a Church in Purley.   Over 1200 visitors have accessed 
the web-site since February 2007.   It’s noteworthy that the printing of 
the Parish Magazine, the weekly service and notice sheets and 
indeed the News Letter are now all being done in house, using the 
new copying machine acquired last July. 
 
Other achievements in 2007 included our role in the Licensing 
Service for Rev. Frany Long, both before and after the event, and in 
promoting the Mothering Sunday Service when Frany conducted the 
first Service of her new Ministry amongst us.   We have been helped 
in the communication process by stepping up our contacts with the 
media, often gaining headline reports in the ‘Advertiser’, ‘The Bridge’, 
‘The Guardian’ and the ‘Purley Mail’.   Our web page has also helped 
create awareness of Purley Youth Theatre’s great performances. 
 
We are delighted to note that our Priest in Charge, Rev’d Frany Long, 
recognises the importance of Communication, both within and 
outside the Parish, and has given us support and valuable input at 
our recent meetings. 
 
My sincere thanks to the members of the committee - Ann Rourke, 
Ivor Hewitt, Paul Sandford, John Chilvers, Jenny Page, and Jeremy 
Way - for bringing their time talents and ideas to this committee and 
actually achieving great progress in 2007.   Thank you all for a job 
well done!  

John Yorke 
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Deanery Synod Report 

 
The Deanery Synod (DS) met 4 times during the year since the St 
Swithun’s APCM of April 2007.  
 
The special topic at the meeting held on 22nd May 2007 at St. 
Andrew’s Church, Coulsdon was ‘Understanding Islam’.   Mr. Osman 
Qureshi, the Headmaster of Al-Khair Primary & Secondary School, 
gave a relevant personal account, which helped to foster 
understanding between the two faiths with common roots.   The 
meeting also heard about plans from the Diocese for ‘Back to Church 
Sunday’ due to take place at the end of September 2007.     
 
The DS social event of the year was the ‘Quiz Night’ on July 11, held 
in the Hall of St James’s, Riddlesdown.   This was a great success, 
with a good fish & chips supper and a very respectable score for the 
St Swithun’s team in the quiz.  
 
At the DS meeting held on 8th November 2007, at St. Antony’s 
Church, Sanderstead, Mr. Bob Benn, of Christ Church, Purley, 
addressed Green Sustainability and Mr. Ray Soole of Ecclesiastical 
Insurance spoke about Church Security.   The latter topic was of 
particular relevance to Churches who have had raids on their metallic 
roofing materials over the past year.  
 
At the Old Coulsdon meeting held at Coulsdon C of E School, 
Bradmore Green, on 29th January, the keynote topic was People 
Trafficking in Croydon, delivered by a representative of the CCAT 
(Croydon Community Against Trafficking).   In particular, the plight of 
young women brought into Croydon illegally for the sex trade by 
criminal gangs was brought to the attention of DS members.   It is 
estimated that some 700 operate in the Croydon area, but the 
Council and police have limited powers and resources to deal with 
the problem.   If advertised as massage parlours, they now need to 
be registered.   It is estimated that one of these establishments 
operates within 5 minutes of any home in Croydon, and often in the 
wealthiest areas.   DS Members were given cards, for distribution 
through Churches, describing the problem and seeking information 
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about suspicious premises.   We were also encouraged to write to the 
local Guardian newspaper, which has been advertising such 
premises, to request that they cease to do so.   For further 
information see www.theCCAT.com 
 
This meeting also received a report on the Diocesan Synod meeting 
of 11th November 2007.   Highlights included the following: 
 

·  Diocesan Synod had passed a motion which, for 2008 elections, 
would allow multi-church parishes to opt to have each church 
represented on Deanery Synod by the same number of lay 
representatives as it would have had as an independent parish. 

 
·  After a vigorous debate, Diocesan Synod agreed an amended 

policy to counter far-right political parties by encouraging 
Christians to use their votes and by denying racist parties the 
opportunity to speak in church buildings or to circulate racist 
literature. 

 
·  Bishop Nick gave a snapshot of the current position in 

Zimbabwe, which is dire and looks likely to remain so, even if 
Robert Mugabe ceases to hold power.   Synod agreed to debate 
the position next time to try to identify practical ways in which 
the CofE could help.” 

 
St Swithun’s is entitled to have 4 representatives on the DS, so do 
come forward if you would like to be nominated, as we currently have 
3 vacancies. 
 
In early 2008, Deanery Synod asked the PCC’s of all churches in the 
Deanery to nominate topics for DS discussion over the year, from a 
list of preliminary ideas.   Gang Culture and Violence, Debt 
Management and Depression and Mental Health were put forward as 
St Swithun’s suggestions, reflecting the areas of concern felt 
amongst PCC members.  

Paul Sandford 
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P C C Secretary’s Report 
 

Since the last Annual Parochial Church Meeting there have been 11 
meetings of the PCC.   The number of members attending meetings 
has varied between 13 and 17. 
 
This year the role of PCC Secretary was initially shared by Hazel 
Game and Mary Chapman before being taken over by Susan 
Dance for 6 months.   You then ended up with me!   The PCC 
Secretary deals with any correspondence on behalf of the PCC and 
produces Minutes after each meeting.   During the Interregnum, the 
meetings were chaired by Ivor Hewitt until the arrival of Frany Long, 
our new Priest in Charge and Chairperson, in February 2008. 
 
With another period of Interregnum upon us, the majority of the year 
has been spent preparing the necessary and fairly substantial 
documentation required for advertising the job vacancy and 
discussing the ongoing situation.   When we were blessed with the 
news of Frany's arrival, lengthy discussions ensued regarding the 
practicalities of the Licensing Service and the organization of 
service arrangements at St Swithun’s, with St Mark’s participation. 
 
The PCC continues to handle matters in a positive way and gives 
focus and cohesion to its business by the delegation of matters to 
the appropriate committees.   Each committee has made available 
its own annual report.   However some of the other main matters 
which were dealt with this year are as follows: 
 

·  The setting up and running of the new Junior Church. 
·  The sale of the land adjacent to the hall, and the development 

of the church hall. 
·  A comprehensive review of our Charitable Giving. 
·  The arrival of our new lectern, with a new candlestick and altar 

frontal to follow. 
·  The continuing success of Purley Youth Theatre. 

 
If the last year is anything to go by, it looks like another interesting 
and challenging year ahead for the new PCC. 

Sue Eagles 
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Editor’s Corner  -  Power and Corruption 
 

Having had an amazing week in the Balearic island of Minorca, 
seeing the spring flowers and the birds for which that place is 
famous, I came home to lots of lovely things, like Catherine Rourke’s 
wedding to Cameron, the  gorgeous ConTempo Quartet playing at St 
Mark’s for POST, the spring music festival at the Crucible Theatre in 
Sheffield, and the orchids and other limestone flowers being suitably 
glorious in the Peak District.  
 

What is there to be concerned about in such a fine spring?   Well, 
dear reader, it is power and corruption.   Sitting at Catherine and 
Cameron’s wedding breakfast with some delightful folks with South 
African and Zimbabwean connections we got to discussing this one. 
 

Who do we know who fails to be corrupted by power?   Answer: just 
about no one, except Jesus Christ.   Ghandi?   St Francis?   
Gautama Buddha?   Perhaps: but how do we protect our societies 
from the corrupting nature of power? 
 

Democracy was suggested, but this gives the problem of short 
termism, as the powerful one will act to preserve his chances at the 
next election.   Powerful laws to apply to the powerful ones as well as 
to the weak?   Good idea, but the wheels of justice are slow and our 
corrupt powerful ones will do lots of damage while the law catches up 
with them.  

 

I wonder if we can only 
get an honest powerful 
person if he or she is 
happy to give away the 
power at any time.   
Here is a Balearic Bird 
to soften the serious 
thoughts above.   He is 
very plain but sings like 
an angel in every tree in 
Minorca…a nightingale . 
 

Jenny Page 
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St. Swithun’s Church Calendar 
 
1st June 2nd Sunday after Trinity 
 

 9.15 a.m. Communion with hymns Canon Arhur Quinn 
 10.30 a.m. Coffee time  
 11.00 a.m. Morning Praise Penny Bird 
 
4th June  (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev’d Frany Long 
 
8th June 3rd Sunday after Trinity 
 

 8.00 a.m. Said Communion Rev’d Frany Long 
 9.15 a.m. Communion with hymns Rev’d Frany Long 
 10.30 a.m. Coffee time 
 11.00 a.m. Morning Praise with Parade Rev’d Frany Long 
 
11th June (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev’d Frany Long 
 
15th June 4th Sunday after Trinity 
 

 9.15 a.m. Communion with Hymns Ven. Ken Gibbons 
 10.30 a.m. Coffee Time 
 11.00 a.m. Morning Praise Ven. Ken Gibbons 
 
18th June (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev’d Frany Long 
 
22nd June 5th Sunday after Trinity 
 

 8.00 a.m. Said Communion Rev’d Frany Long
 9.15 a.m. Communion with hymns Rev’d Frany Long 
 10.30 a.m. Coffee time 
 11.00 a.m. Morning Praise Rev’d Frany Long 
 
25th June  (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev’d Frany Long 
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29th June 6th Sunday after Trinity 
 

 9.15 a.m. Communion with hymns Rev’d Sara Goatcher 
 10.30 a.m. Coffee time  
 11.00 a.m. Morning Praise John Sprake 
 
2nd July  (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev’d Frany Long 
 
6th July 7th Sunday after Trinity 
 

 9.15 a.m. Communion with hymns Rev’d Frany Long 
 10.30 a.m. Coffee time 
 11.00 a.m. Morning Praise Rev’d Frany Long 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Swithun’s Annual Plant Sale 
 

The Plant Sale, held this year on 11th May, raised the magnificent 
total of £500.   This is a tremendous advance on last year’s figure of 
£263, and also on the previous best of £357, which was achieved in 
2001.   This was the 11th year we have had a plant sale - the first, in 
1998, raised just £55, so we have come a long way! 
 

My sincere thanks are due to all who supported the sale, by buying 
plants and/or by providing plants for sale.   But particularly to Damaris 
and David Weller, who provided about half the stock and gave their 
usual invaluable assistance as Sales Advisers. 

Robert Page 
 
 


